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2016 India Fulwadi Yatra

Punya Ekbote age 16, USA

Going on the yatra throughout India was a
very new experience for me. We started out in
Delhi and made our way through Haridwar,
Massoorie, Devaprayag, Rishikesh,
Ahmedabad, and finally to Swargarohan in
Ambaji. It was cool visiting all the places
Prabhuji had gone to and relating each place to
his journey.

In Haridwar we performed the Ganga puja
and learned the story behind the Ganga river
and its importance. It was neat to see the ganga
for the first time and when we had started the
puja, the water rose, as if it was rising just for
us. Later that day we also got to go on the other
side of the Ganga and see the huge arti that
was going on at Har Ki Pedhi.

When we went to Shantashram, where
Prabhuji did penance, and we walked on the
even path that Prabhuji had to walk on daily, it
was really eye opening to me how we were
struggling to walk up there in a group with shoes
and warm clothes while Prabhuji had walked
there barefoot and alone with no protection.

After that we went to Rishikesh, where we
visited Shivambhai’s school, the Shivanand
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ashram, and Devakibai’'s Dharamshala. Hearing
Shivambhai’s story was really inspiring, with all
the sacrifices and risks he had to take to help
those kids and achieve his goals. To give up ev-
erything and turn down offers with better pay to
help others is a hard thing to do, and he man-
aged to do it with the help of Pujya MAA.

Towards the end of our yatra when we went
to Satyapath in Ahmedabad, it was really neat
to see the little museum area where there were
a lot of Prabhuji’'s pictures and mementos. One
that specifically stood out to me was the flyer for
Prabhuiji’s lecture that they had saved.

When | saw that flyer, it occurred to me that
that little flyer was probably what had sparked
many of Prabhuji’s followers to attend his lec-
ture. A flyer similar to that one had brought me
to where | was. That flyer must have persuaded
my grandma to attend Prabhuiji’s lectures, which
later resulted in my dad attending, and now me.
Something so little as a flyer had changed our
lives so greatly, and seeing that there made me
really think about how little things can affect our
lives so much.

After visiting Satyapath, we had decided to
go back to our hotel for dinner. As everyone was
boarding the bus, my sister Pooja and | were
pulled aside and told we weren't riding with ev-
eryone on the bus. At this point | was confused

1€ VU RALH

and scared, but when we were told that we were
to ride with two other youth girls from India | was
a bit relieved. But that sense of relief ended
pretty quickly because shortly after being intro-
duced to those two girls it came to our knowl-
edge that we were riding on the backs of motor-
cycles. As someone who can barely ride a bike
without eventually falling over | was scared out of
my mind. After getting on that motorcycle | prayed
so hard for my life it was as if someone had held
me at gunpoint. But in actuality, the motorcycle
ride was really fun and it turned out to be a great
experience that | am grateful to have.

After Ahmedabad, we went to Swargarohan
in Ambaji and stayed there for a week. Upon ar-
rival, we were welcomed by everyone in
Swargarohan with open arms and they were
dancing and singing and they had put up lights
just for us. The warm welcome reflected the rest
of our stay in Swargarohan and was really sym-
bolic to how special MAA had made us feel.
The rest of the time there was so great and |
had a lot of fun and made new friends, as well
as having more spiritual time. Pujya MAA had
planned so many activities for us like making
rangoli, flying kites, doing fireworks, breaking
the matki, and touring Swargarohan. We also
got to see more of Prabhuji’'s memorabilia in
the museum room upstairs which was super in-
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teresting, especially when | personally recog-
nized the people or the places in the pictures.

After leaving Swargarohan, we headed to
Kapura where we saw the house Pujya MAA
grew up in and the school she went to. To see
where MAA came from and to see how some-
one so great came from somewhere so ordinary
was also a pretty enlightening thing. It gave me
more hope and inspiration, because knowing
that MAA grew up ordinarily like the rest of us
shows that we can all amount to something, but
it's just up to us to make that happen.

This trip was an incredible experience and |
am super happy that Pujya MAA allowed us to
join in on this yatra through India with the
Fulwadi kids. | experienced so much | never
could have if | wasn’t given this opportunity and |
am truly grateful for that.

Jay Krupalu Maa.
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Om Maa

Tilak Mistry age 5, Toronto Fulwadi
We went to Swargarohan in India it was my
first time. | really liked it. | liked doing
pradakshina around the Kutya. Om Maa gave
us lots of candy. We had fun doing fireworks.
Om Maa made us plant trees, my tree was
named Tilak. We did kite flying that day and we
did flying lanterns that night. | gave a pouch to
school kids who did not have one. When | gave
it | said, “Jai Krupalu Maa!” and bowed down
with pranaam. We did Matki fod. | climbed on
top of the big kids and pulled down the matki to
get candy. | made a Rangoli of a flower. Om
Maa came and saw it. She held my finger and
wrote “Om Maa” in the Rangoli. She asked me
what | wrote. | said Om Maa! | was so happy. |
miss Swargarohan because | had so much fun
with Om Maa. | want to go back again.
Jai Krupalu Maal!
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My Time In Swargarohan

Nauka Mistry age 8, Canada

Om Maa greeted us with a warm welcome.
When we were walking in people were doing
garba around us. It was fun.

We did donations. It made me feel good and
happy. It made me feel happy because | got to
help people that don’t have the things that I
have. For one of the donations we had to wake
up at 6am. After the donations we got to see
how they travelled from school. We donated
sweater, hats, toothbrushes and toothpaste for
the kids.

Almost everyone did a performance. | did a
bharatnatyam dance. Om Maa asked me if |
wanted to do again. So | did. Every day we had
satsung and pranams with Om Maa

We had milk for breakfast and we had shak
for dinner. Om Maa planned kite flying, lanterns,
tree planting and fireworks for us We had lots of
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Yatra to Places Where Prabhu Lived

- Kavya P. Smart, age 13, USA
December 17-27, 2016

Prabhu, was a man of very high standards
for his sadhana. He worked hard to achieve
goals. He made the best of everyday. For this
reason Prabhu is a very holy being and wher-
ever he goes that place becomes holy as well.
Last year, 2015, two of the Fulwadi kids, Viren
and Ishaan, visited Maa. They suggested the
idea of having the next Fulwadi in Swargarohan.
Maa was pleased with the suggestion, and
worked hard to make it possible for the Fulwadi
kids to come to Swargarohan. Finally the plan
worked out and the Fulwadi kids came to India.
Maa had planned our timetable like this. First
we would go to Haridwar. Then we would go to
Mussoorie. The next stop would’be Devprayag.
Then we would go to Rishikesh. Then back to
Haridwar. Next to Ahmedabad. Then we would
come to Swargarohan. Finally we would see
Kapura. The schedule was very expeditious.
One day we would be in Haridwar the next day
we would be in Devprayag. All these places
have something in common. All of them are
places that Prabhu visited. Like | said in the be-
ginning, any place that Prabhu Visits becomes
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holy. These places were specially picked out
because they are holy places that Prabhu has
visited. Our trip lasted from 17th to 28th of De-
cember, 2016.

All the North American Fulwadi children met
up on the 17 th at a hotel named, Hotel Krishna
Ji. Mostly everyone had come on the 17 th
morning from a bus from Delhi. The next morn-
ing everyone woke up and quickly got ready.
We would be doing the Ganga pujan. Before the
puja started we went to a room. This was the
room where Rang Avdhoot Ji left his body be-
fore leaving this planet to God. This room has
wonderful  pictures of Rang Avadhoot
Maharaj.Guess what our very own Maa Prabhu
are also in that Mandir. Then we got to the Puja,
in this puja we were asking for the blessings of
Ganga Maa. First we asked for forgiveness of
touching her with our feet. Then we invited her to
come and give us blessings. Our puja was led
by Snehal Kaka. This Puja lasted for an hour or
so. It was such a refreshing Puja. Our next stop
would be a Ganga Aarti. This Ganga Aarti is
done in the Morning at 5:30 and the evening
5:30. We went to the Evening Aarti. Anybody
can come to the Aarti. The Pujaris who perform
the Aarti get humongous aartis ready for the
puja. In the meantime a chosen person gets to
do the Ganga Pujan. Even Maa has done this
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Puja. Then after the Puja is done the Aarti
starts. The big aartis are so big that some of
the fire spills into Ganga Ji. At the end you can
place an offering to Ganga Maa.

That was what we did for the next hour or so.
Then we went to the market where the Moms
went shopping for shawls, and the kids went to
a mithai shop where they sell mithai’'s and
samosa made in pure ghee. Raju uncle was
worried that we would get sick by eating so
much ghee in one serving. But we did not care,
the samosas were so good. We went back to
hotel and went to sleep.

The next day we left for Mussoorie. It was a
long bumpy ride to Mussoorie but we made it.
When we entered Mussoorie the Principal of
‘Shree Yogeshwar Saraswati Shishu Vidhya
Mandir’ greeted us at the step of the Bus door.
We were led by him to the school Shree
Yogeshwar started. We were warmly welcomed
by the teachers of this school. They began by
telling how Prabhu was. The few teachers and
trustees who had seen Prabhu vividly remem-
bered how Prabhu was. Prabhu had started this
school by using the money he got from his dis-
courses. Now this school is a wonderful school
that has education till grade twelve. That after-
noon we left for Devprayag. The road to
Devprayag was even bumpier than the road to
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Mussoorie. But it was very scenic. We even saw
the Himalayas where we stopped to take pic-
tures. After our short break we hit the road
again. We had chosen a road that would pass
through Tehri Dam. It was too late in the night to
get off at Tehri Dam so we looked at it from the
bus. The ride to the hotel we would be staying
at was only half-an hour away from the dam. But
this was the worst part of the ride. There were
violent bumps. Every two seconds the bus would
jump up and back down.

Finally we made it to Ram Kunj, the hotel in
Devprayag. It was late in the night so we
couldn’'t see the sangam, but we could hear
both of the rivers clashing together. In the morn-
ing we woke up to the sound of early morning
Puja going on nearby. We went out to go and
see the extravagant sangam. Alaknanda and
Bhagirathi. It was such a wonderful sight. Finally
we left to go see Shantashram. The climb to
Shantashram was a short but fun walk. While we
were climbing we had one question in mind If
this climb for us is so hard with a paved con-
crete path then what would it be like for Prabhu
who climbed here when this road was only dirt?
When we reached we had to get permission
from the baba who now lives there. He said yes
so we first talked about the history of
Shantashram, and what all Prabhu has achieved
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here. Next we talked about a few prasangs that
happened here. Then we did prayers, dhyana,
bavanis, and lastly 11 pranams. We left
Shantashram and went to see a river nearby
called the Shanta River. There were rocks and a
small waterfall from which this river flowed from.
We went down again and got ready to go to
Rishikesh.

Our ride to Rishikesh was not bumpy it was
scenic. We followed the Ganga River all the way
to Rishikesh. We reached and had to find our
way to Shivam Bhai's Sanskrit school. When we
reached his school we were dumbstruck by how
beautiful the school was. With the Ganga just
flowing nearby and the grass so soft and green
it felt as if we should enroll here. We went to go
sit on a platform where Shivam bhai told us
about this school. While we were here we got
the opportunity to serve these boys some food.
The food was bought by us so we did a
satkarma. Before eating there lunch the boys
did a prayer in which they fed God first and then
they ate. After they ate they showed us one of
their ‘path’ and we sung Varada Hasta back to
them. Next we went to see Shivanand Ashram.
We stayed for a few minutes and then left. We
visited this place because when Prabhu first
wanted to become a saint he had asked
Shivanand Ji if he could stay in his ashram.
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Shivanand Ji said “No.” That is when Prabhu
heard a voice saying he should be on his own.
Next we went to Bharat Mandir. Prabhu had
stayed here before. We did darshan of God and
left. Next stop was Devkibai ni Dharmashala’.
We got to see Prabhu’s room. Devkibai was
where Prabhu got his first job. He also had the
meetings with Laxmi Bai here. Then we left
Devkibai behind and went to the ISKCON
mandir. It was perfect timing the evening
prarthana was about to begin. This was also a
restaurant. So while we were watching the Aarti
going on our food was being prepared. We fin-
ished dinner and left back for Haridwar. We
reached in 30 minutes.

The next morning we went to go see two
more Mandirs at Haridwar. The Bharat Mandir
and the Vaishanvi Devi Mandir. The Bharat
Mandir was beautiful. The Swaroops were very
elaborate. Then there was the Vaishnavi Devi
Mandir. This Mandir was themed in a cave. You
had to go through a cave to the end. On the way
to the end there were also really pretty
Swaroops. This was our last stop before
Ahmedabad. We would be going to Delhi first. It
would take us seven hours to reach Delhi. From
there we would take an airplane to Ahmedabad.
When we reached Delhi, Ishaan cut the cake for
his birthday that was that same day. We woke

RE VU RALH

up and did our final packing. We left the hotel
and went to the airport. Our flight lifted off to
Ahmedabad.

When we reached Jayshree Masi welcomed
us with a candy garland and a rose. We then
took a bus to the hotel. We quickly got ready we
were going to Satyapath. We were welcomed
so nicely with another rose and a chandlo. One
of the girls had even made a poster for us. We
did all the prayers and then Tarla ben Desai
talked a bit about Maa and Satyapath. We then
took a tour around Satyapath. They then gave
us prasad, of ice cream and a few other things.
We left Satyapath that night and went back to
the hotel. When we woke up the next morning
we were treated with a traditional Gujarati
breakfast. Fafadas and Jalebis. We hurried be-
cause we were going to visit Sarvayogam.
When we reached Sarvayogam the students
there greeted us with flowers and a chandlo.
They also had another treat for us a group of
boys did a dance for us. A group of girls also
did a dance for us. Then they told us about a
girl who has won many awards for swimming.
Then a boy prepared a speech about demoneti-
zation for us. They also gave us a tour around
the school. At every step there would be kids
who would be dressed appropriately to the In-
dian state they were given. One of the teachers
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took us to their garden. In which they grew many
plants but they also grew coconut. We got to
taste these coconuts. They were so delicious.
They then sat us down at a table and served us
lunch. Finally they showed us a video of the
khathmurat.

We were on our way to Swargarohan! When
we reached everybody from Swargarohan was
outside the gate to greet us. They were doing
garba outside the gate while we were walking.
At the gate somebody did chandlo and gave us
a flower. When we finished our pranam to
Prabhu and our pradakshinas. We sat down be-
fore the stage. The ladies kept doing garba
while everyone else sat. We were waiting for
Maa to come. When Maa came everyone went
still. We had not seen Maa for a while. Maa was
so happy, it illuminated on her face. Maa gave
some simple directions and left. Over the span
of the next few days we did many activities
planned by Maa. She had decided to do an ac-
tivity of the most popular Indian festivals We did
Rangoli which was not from a specific festival.
We did matki fod which is from Janmastami.
Kite Flying uttarayan/makarsankranti. Fireworks
and Chinese Lanterns from Diwali. Mehendi
which was not specifically from a festival. Then
tree planting in Shantikulam. Next a tour around
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Swargarohan. We also did Khadhmurat for a
room they are building for Maa. These activities
were planned by Ma. The other things Maa had
planned for us were satkarmas. All together we
did 4 Satkarmas. 2 of them were for two
schools two of them were for women who carry
wood in the mornings to sell. These Satkarmas
were performed with Maa’s blessings. While we
did Satkarmas Maa would sit up on the stage.
She Wouldn't go anywhere. There was one
more important thing we did. The evening
satsangs. Maa would give us permission to do
raas and garba. Also before we had left
America we had prepared performances to do
in front of Maa. We did dance performances in
front of Maa. We did singing performances in
front of Maa. We did speeches and dramas in
front of Maa. The wonderful thing about this is
Maa would always try to promote the perform-
ers. No matter how good or bad the perfor-
mances were, We had such a blast in
Swargarohan. We 47" had a variety of foods
we did so many activities, most fun of all we
had Maa’s darshan. Our time with Maa was cut
short when Maa decided that Fulwadi should go
to Kapura. So that evening we were off again to
Kapura. This would be an overnight journey so
there were sleeper coach buses. One of the
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busses got crashed by a car. Because of Maa'’s
krupa nobody got injured.

When we reached Kapura. We first saw the
tree Prabhu had planted. Maa had made ar-
rangements for all Fulwadi Idds to get refreshed.
Then we all met up at Kali Mandir. which is the
birth home of Maa. We were all greeted with a
chandlo. Then we said prayers. Next we got a
tour of Kali Mandir. This tour was given to us by
Tapas kaka and Sushila masi. Mam had also
planned for us to visit the school that Maa stud-
ied in. All the kids there were so happy to see
us. Then we went to a farm that is owned by
Maa. This farm has a lot of land and is very
beautiful. We went to Sushila masi's house next
and talked a little about Maa. This was our final
destination on this yatra. From here everyone
would go back home. This was such a special
yatra and | would love to do a yatra like this
again. This yatra has taught me many things but
one thing that | will hold to my heart is anything
is possible if Maa is in your life. Also that
Prabhu must have gone through such hard con-
ditions but he still did his sadhana. So no matter
what we should never stop doing sadhana, God
will keep us safe.
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My Trip to India and
Swargarohan!

Prasad Lad, age 8, Toronto, Canada

JKM

My name is Prasad Lad. | am 8 years old.
My trip to India was really great. Let me tell you
about my first trip to Swargarohan to attend the
India Fulwadi. We rented a big van and went to-
gether with Tilak and Madhuram'’s family. They
also attended the Fulwadi with us. We stayed in
Swargarohan for over 1 week! On the very first
day, when we arrived we went straight to see
the Kutya! It looked amazing, especially with all
the lights on at night! Afterwards, we went
around the Kutya 11 times and we did pranam
to Prabhu.

Then we carried our suitcases and a few
other things to our rooms. In the evening we had
Satsang and had darshan of Maa! Everyone
was so excited to see Maa because we had not
seen her since she left Canada and it felt like a
long time!

| was so happy to go to India and
Swargarohan! Mostly because | have never
been to India before, not even Swargarohan! My
favourite part of Swargarohan was seeing Maa
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everyday. My favorite activity was Rangoli and
Sat Karma. | also liked it when we played Matki
Fod! That is when there is a pot hanging on a
string filled with candy and everyone tries to
break the pot.

In the morning and evenings, we would sing
Prabhu and Maa’s Bhavni as we would walk
around Prabhu’s swaroop in the front and
around the Kutya. There was also a beautiful
garden in the back. A few days later, we saw
Yog Tirth where everything that Prabhuji used or
touched is displayed and shown in glass so that
it does not get damaged. For example, we saw
his cloths that he wore, his diary, Mataji's walk-
ing stick, his mat for yoga, his dishes, his bed,
his pillow and his suitcases. All of Prabhu’s
books that he wrote are stored in that Museum. |
even counted all of his books. There is about
100 books!

| really enjoyed the Sat Karma because we
were able to give lots of things to school chil-
dren who are not fortunate. | felt happy for them
because they were having the chance to get the
things that they need for their daily life. What 1
learned is that life is a game about giving and
not getting.

Thank you Om Maa for giving us the oppor-
tunity to have lots and lots of fun such as Fire
Works, Rangoli, Lanterns, Matki Fod, Kite Fly-
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ing and Tree Planting. Also, thank you Om Maa
for letting us have breakfast, lunch and dinner.
Usually when the adults are in Swargarohan they
would only have milk for breakfast and only eat
one meal for dinner. That means Om Maa
thought about us thinking that we would be hun-
gry.

Om Maa, please let me go to India again
because | had a lot of fun there and next year
can we stay longer in Swargarohan?

Jai Krupalu Maa

My Experience In India and Swargarohan

Darshan Lad, age : 10, Toronto, Canada

On my trip to Ambaji, India | went to
Swargarohan and | had lots of fun. | stayed there
for over 7 days. Before going to Swargarohan,
we went to the Shirdi Sai Mandir. There, | saw
Sai Baba’s tombstone and the Murti behind it.

| did a lot of things in Swargarohan. We did
Rangoli. We went into groups of 3-5 people. My
group was with Moksh Bhakta and Moksh
Desai and me. We also went to Kapura on the
last day with all the Fulwadi kids. There we
toured Maa’s house.

The most exiting thing that happened to me
at Swargarohan was when we did the fire works
at night. | lit the big fire works. Another thing that
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| found exiting was when we did the kite flying. |
flew a kite and it went really high in the sky. |
also did 2 plays for Maa with all the Canadian
Fulwadi kids. The first one was about freedom
fighters. | was Mahatma Gandhi. The second
play was about Prabhuji’'s childhood. | got to
play 2 parts. | was Naran kaka (Prabhu’s best
friend in school) and also a school kid. | also
did a solo performance with my guitar where |
played a bhajan | composed for Maa. Maa
blessed me that | would become a good guitar
player and gave me so much Prasad.

From this trip to India, | learned a lot of
things. While we were doing Sat Karma, |
learned that the poor people are capable of do-
ing things that we can’t or don’t usually do. | feel
happy to give. The poor do not have much so
whenever | gave them something | saw a big
smile on their faces. They appreciate things
more than us.

This was my experience in India. !l Thank
you Maa for everything! JKM

My best trip in India

Sahil Pathak , age 9, Canada
Om yogeshwaray namah
Om Maa Sarveshwaryay namah
JKM, my name is Sahil Pathak, I'm 9 years
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old and i'm from the Canadian Fulwadi. | am
very blessed to be part of this Yatra. I'd like to
thank Pujya Maa and Prabhu for letting us go on
this Yatra.

My best trip in India was Dev Prayag,
Masuri,Haridwar and Rushikesh. Because we
saw all the diffrent people and kids. What | no-
ticed was that, they don't have the entertain-
ment, clothing and the food that we have. But
they are really happy with what they have. When
we were in Haridwar, then 1 kid was begging.
Instead of giving that kid money | gave him food.
He seemed very happy and it looked like he
was blessing me. That made me so happy and
since that day, | realised that there are people
around the world who needs things more than
we do. So since that day | promised myself that
| won't missuse or waste precious things that
are for everyone but other people needs more.
We had a good time with all of the American
fulwadi kids and parents at Swargarohan We all
Celebrated Kite Day. Diwali, Janmashtmi,also
I'm very glad that | did Satkarma because
Satkarma inspired me to share with everyone
what we have. When we went to the school that
Maa Prabhu build, the students and the teacher
welcomed us with so much love. And they also
did performannce and speech which was very
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inspiring and very helpful for our coming future.

| hope Maa Prabhu decide for us to go to
another Yatra. Once again thank you Maa
prabhu for taking us to a great yatra!!!

MY HUMBLE REQUEST TO PUJYA MAA IS
THAT PLEASE COME WITH US ON A AN-
OTHER YATRA.

JAY JAY KRUPALU MAAI!
FULWADI KIDS INDIA YATRA 2016

Shloka Bhakta, age 9, USA

| am grateful to Pujya Maa for this Yatra. Our

yatra was in plan for many months. | would hear

about it when my parents would discuss about

tickets and dates. We were all prepared for the
Yatra in terms of staying healthy and safe.

We landed in New Delhi on 17th Dec and
reached Haridwar by afternoon. We were a
group of 12 people. We went for evening Aarti
at Ganga Ghaat. Upon returning we met other
yatris and the group kept growing.

18th Dec 2016. Haridwar:

After breakfast we did the Ganga Pujan at
Aarya Nivas. It was performed with guidance
from Snehal Maharaj. When we were doing the
puja. we learned about the significance of the
Ganga River. how Gangajal have minerals and
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healing properties that have cleansed and cured
diseases . Snehal Maharaj told us many inci-
dences / interactions with Maa, making him re-
alize the significance and powers of Ganga
Maiya. Again in the evening we all went to see
the Ganga Aarti. The Aarti is grand gathering of
people and the Pujaris of the Mandirs perform
them in synchronization. It would get dark and
scene was quite spectacular.

19th Dec 2016:

Mussoorie and Devprayag: We went to
Mussoorie to visit the school called Mahatma
Yogeshwar Saraswati Vidya Mandir-Mahatma
Yogeshwar Saraswati Vidya Mandir is a school
that was founded by Prabhu. We were told
about how the school was created, and how
Prabhu had the idea to build a school in
Mussoorie. We even saw the students during
their exams and lectures. One of the founder’s
son told us about experience with Prabhu in his
life. We reached Devprayag after dark via Tihri
Dam. The roads were curvy and dangerous in
terms of turns, narrowness and climbing angles.

20th Dec 2016: Santashram and Rishikesh:
In the morning we saw the Sangam where two
rivers Alaknanda and Bhagirathi merged and
from there on called the Ganga. We could see
the Sangam from where we had stayed the
night before. We then went to Shantashram,
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where Prabhu did his sadhana for many months
over the years. We heard about how he would
have to live on limited resources. He didn't have
any light, and he ate food very rarely. At the
same time he managed to do hours of sadhana
daily. When | heard about how Prabhu lived, |
was amazed at the difficulties that Prabhu and
Maa Jyotirmayi faced. We were told about its
significance in Prabhus life as a saint and how
Maa Jyotirmayi was encouraging and witness to
Prabhus sadhna. We then headed towards
Rishikesh. In  Rishikesh, we went to
Omkaranand Gayatri Ved Vidhyalay. In this
Ashram(school), all the students were brahmins
and would learn Mathematics and Science to be
ready when they go back to their life. They also
learned about Vedas in Sanskrit. The students
at the school even gave us a demonstration of
what they were learning in Sanskrit. We also
learned from Nileshkaka about how Maa had
played a huge role in aiding the school and
saved it when it met with disastrous fire few
years ago. We then went to Shivanand Ashram
and Bharat Mandir where Prabhu had stayed for
a while before heading to Devprayag. We then
visited the Devkibai Ni Dharmshala. It has re-
main unchanged for 70 plus years ago.
Rajivkaka narrated the incidents how Prabhu
was harassed by an occupant. Yet prabhu would
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go to her once a week and apologized to her
for any inconveniences. Prabhu would never get
angry at her. Champakbhai who stayed with
Prabhu could not stand the abuses she hurled at
Prabhu. Once he was about to get back at her.
But Prabhu asked him to calm down and do
sadhna. She would even throw away Prabhu’s
cooking utensils. But Prabhu stayed calm and
did not react at all....\We should learn this lesson
and implement in our lives.....

21st Dec 2016:

Haridwar to New Delhi:

We went to Bharat(India) Mandir. This is a
seven storied Mandir which had dedicated each
floor to different Gods, Goddesses, Saints and
freedom fighters. We visited replica of Vaisnovi
devi temple which had a cave leading up to the
Murti. We proceeded to New Delhi.

22nd December 2016:

New Delhi to Amdavad: We took fight to
Amdavad and visited Maa Prabhu’s Official resi-
dence. Satyapath. We were greeted by Prof.
Tarlaben and Damyantimasi told us about her in-
teraction with Prabhu and Maa at the residence.

23rd December 2016:

Amdavad to Swargarohan, Ambaji: We vis-
ited the Sarvayogam school. This school was
started by a devotee of Maa. Maa laid the foun-
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dation stone of Sarvayogam. The students had
performed many plays and dances for us. We
saw all of the classrooms of the school, as well
as some of the student’s projects. The school
was very nice and | had a lot of fun seeing what
kids our age do at their school.

We then proceeded to Swargarohan

Best Part of the Entire Yatra:

23rd to 27th Dec 2016 We were greeted at
Swargarohan with Dhun and Mantras. My daddy
mentioned to me that the welcome might have
dwarfed few welcomes that Pujya Maa got upon
her arrival. Before the Yatra began, | was told by
my parents about simple food and rules of
Swargarohan. We did Pujya Maa’s Darshan
and the Entrance of Yogshaivalyam. Maa came
smiling and we got the first of the bagfull of
prasad.... We ended up eating the best food of
the yatra. Everyday in the morning we did
satkarma or were witness to one. Young kids
came to Swargarohan and got the Prasad. Un-
der Maa’s guidance schools were invited from
poor areas and received much needed sup-
plies: sweater. caps/scarf. toothpaste- tooth-
brush and snacks. The kids were extremly poor
financially. My dad pointed to me few things
about the kids: None were overweight ( All of
them were really Skinny & Malnourished). Very
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few kids had footwear. They were all barétdott
They all were amazed and looked around in
awe. Wood loggers in the morning were given
needed supplies. Single or Widowed mothers
were called and received much needed sup-
plies. Supplies included Blanket, Sweaters,
Soap, Oil, Rice,Jaggery etc. Every day Maa had
organized fun filled activities for us. We lighted
fire crackers- Diwali. flew kites- Utrayan and
Matki Phor - Janmashtami. All in all Maa
packed the festivals of the year in few days for
us. Everyday we all had chance to perform in
front of Maa, | was scared to sing the Bhajan as
| was not good at it. After my performance Maa
put me at ease and said | did good and men-
tioned the Bhajans significance in her life. One
afternoon Pratik kaka’s translation of Prabhus
writing was unveiled. It was read by few kids
from India as well as Fulwadi Kids.

We had a memorable meeting with Pujya
Narandada. Narandada was childhood friend of
Prabhu and was witness to many fasts of
Prabhu. He acknowledged that Prabhu intro-
duced him to Pujya Maa as Jagadamba. He is
97 years old but had memory of young child. He
would narrate lots of instances of Prabhu and
other saints. We took a tour to Yogtirth. Located
over the main event hall, it is full with photo-
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graphs and belongings of Prabhu. Maa created
this in memory of Prabhu. We were able to vi-
sualize Prabhu’s simple lifestyle. We were
shown and old video when there was nothing in
Swargarohan. Only one kutiya was built with dirt
and cow dung. We could see how it is today,
completely changed. We went for Darshan of
Maa’ s residence at Swargarohan. During our
stay at Swargarohan, Maa had allowed few chil-
dren from India who stayed and interacted with
us. We departed Swargarohan on 27th evening
via an overnight bus trip Kapura.

28th Dec 2016:

Kapura is Maa’s birthplace and my home in
India is in Kapura too. We reached Kapura on
28th Morning. We visited Maa’s Birthplace.
Kalimandir where my Grandmaa told us about
neighbors and pointed to places that were of
importance in Maa’'s life. We took tour of
Kalimandir. My dad pointed few places in back-
yard where he had fond memories of interac-
tions with Maa during his childhood. We went to
wadi and finally gathered at my ancestral home.
We then dispersed from my home.

Over all this yatra was in two phases. First
part was spent mostly about Prabhu’s tenacity.
Second part in Ambaji and Kapura was most
about Pujya Maa.
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Fulwadi 2016

Moksh Desai, age 10, USA

Dear Maa,

| was very excited for being chosen to go on
this yatra with all my fulwadi friends. It has been
an entire year since the last time | was in India
so | really wanted to go, | was also worried
about my studies but going to India is way more
fun so on the 15th of December 2016 we left for
India.

On the 16th we reached Bombay interna-
tional airport. On the next day, we took a flight to
Dehradun airport. It was a nice little place and
the view was beautiful. There we met Naman
and he came with us. From there we found a
jeep waiting for us that drove us to our hotel “Sri
Krishnaji” in Haridwar. Most of my friends were
already there, | was having lots of fun with them.
In the evening, we went and saw the Gangaji
aarti at Harki-pedhi, it was a great sight be-
cause each pujari was holding a brass lamp
with many divas on each.

The next day we went to Arya-nivas and did
Ganga pujan with Snehal uncle. We learned a lot
about Shree Gangaji. We offered flowers, milk,
nuts and rice to Sri Gangaji. As we performed
the pujan the water level rose as if Gangaji was
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coming to answer our prayers. That evening we
went and saw the Ganga aarti at Harki-pedhi
again.

The next morning we left extra early at 7 am
and got on a bus to Mussorie. There we saw
the school Prabhu started with donations that he
received from his pravachans. It is called -Sri
Yogeshwar Sarasvati Shishu Vidya Mandir. It
was great to see other students of our age and
older studying in a different language. Their edu-
cation today is possible because of Prabhu-s
efforts. Soon we left and we were on a winding
mountain road it was a crazy adventure. At
night, we reached Devprayag and stayed there
for the night at Ram-kund resort. The next morn-
ing we took another bus to Shantashram. We
had to climb up a steep foothill. 41 aid 41-ttati
all. On top we saw the more sturdy recon-
structed form of the original but that Prabhu
lived in for 7 years without laying down or sleep-
ing. Then we sang Prabhu’s bavani and heard
stories of when he lived there. | thought Prabhu
must have faced many hardships while living in
Shantashram because of the wild surrounding,
no electricity. | thought how could he stay there
without being afraid. He must be so brave!

Then we drove to Rishikesh and went to a
Sanskrit school run by Shivambhai. We served
lunch to the Brahmin children of the school and
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watched them singing Sanskrit shlokas. The lo-
cation of the school was beautiful and
auspiscious as it was right next to the Ganga
river. Then we visited Swami Shivanand
ashram. It was very big place where Prabhu
stayed for a few days. There he heard a divine
voice that said: “you are free”, which meant that
Prabhu could be anywhere he wanted.

We also visited Bharat mandir. It is a mandir
where Prabhu stayed for a while and did a lot of
his writing. The last place we went to is -
Devkibai ni Dharamshala.” It's like a living mu-
seum. everything there is exactly the same as it
was about 72 to 73 years ago when Prabhu
was manager there. His office was closed but
we could see inside, it was awesome! That
night we drove back to

Haridwar. The next day we went to Bhaarat
mandir, it had seven floors and each floor had
deities. saints and famous people of India. Then
we went to Vainshnavi devi mandir it was like a
giant maze. Then we drove to Delhi and stayed
the night. The next day we left on a flight from
New Delhi International airport to Ahmedabad
airport. There we were greeted by the satsangis
of Ahmedabad.

sd ¢ daridlHl @vial-l siEe s3ls1.
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So thank you Maa that no one got hurt. Maa
you can expect me this year. This yatra was very
important to me because | saw some of the
many places that Prabhu has been to. on his
journey. | have been to many of these places be-
fore. but this time | was looking at everything
from a learning perspective. Everything looked
new and | learned a lot this time. Thank you
Maa for choosing me for this yatra.

JAY JAY KRUPALU MAAI!!
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My Lucky Yatra

Mehil Kumar Pathak, age 14, Canada

On December 10th 2016 was our lucky day
to go to India and go and vist Om Maa. When
we reached to India, then we went to the yatra
with the Americans Fulwadi. We had so much
fun going to Haridwar.

The first place we went in Haridwar was the
Ganga pujan where was tooken place in
Aariyanivas. The Ganga pujan felt so peaceful
and satifying in the inerbody while doing the
pujan. Also where we did the pujan, it was also
a very holy place because a sage Rangoudut
bapji did his final meditation there which is also
called Samathi. So we went in Rangoudut bapji
room where he did samathi. It was a very spiri-
tual and a very peaceful room and we've seen
Rangoudut bapiji’s old pictures that were there.
On that evening, we wanted to see the Ganga
aarti. It was a very blessed experience for me to
have in a yuong age.

The Next day, we went to Masuri and visited
Prabhu’s school. Students were doing their
exam so we didn't meet or disturb them. Also
the school was getting renovated because more
students want to attend the school so to make
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the school bigger. They had to renovate the
school for more room. The school's name was
Sri Yogeshwar Saraswati Vidya Shishumandir.

Then we came back to Haridwar to get our
bags and go to Devprayag where we visted
Prabhu’s Shant Ashram which another saint was
living in there. But honestly, the Shant Ashram
was very peaceful and calm. And we learned so
many stories about Prabhu and the Shant
Ashram.

The last place we visted was Rushikesh
where it was heaven on earth. The grass felt so
soft that you can’'t compare it with our loan
grass. The students looked like the sages back
in the days. They didn’t wear clothes how ware
wearing everyday. They were dressed as sages.
The view from the ashram outstanding beautiful.
| couldn’t believe that | saw the most beautiful
view of Ganga Maa in my life. | hope | go and
visit Rushikesh again.

When | first took a step out of the bus, then
we were welcomed with so much love that | felt
that | was someone big’s kid. After a moment |
realised that | am someone big’s kid but not 1
not 2 not 3 not 4 but 5 big sages kid. What |
mean is my Great Grandfathers Dajiram
maharaj, Mukutram maharaj, Girjashankar
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maharak and Sri Yogeshwar prabhu and Om
Maa Sarveshwari’'s kid.

The next day, was my birthday. And Om Maa
celebrated it and gave so much presents and
so many blessing. Not only that, she also
sprinkled me Kailashes pure water all over me
and Narayan dada. She also gave me a big
necklacs full of chocolates and a poster that
gave so much inspiration and Iblessings. | don'’t
know how | can repay the favor but I'll try my
best to succeed in what Sri Yogeshwar prbhu
and Om Maa wanted me to do which is to
make my familys name rise in the air with love
and support.

2016 Phoolwadi

Ishaan Kher, age 12, New Jersey—USA

Jai Krupalu Maa,

First of all I would like to thank Pujya Maa for
giving us this opportunity to go on an amazing
trip to India. First, everyone went to Haridwar
where we stayed at a hotel. The next day every-
one did the Gangaji poojan and we went to the
Gangaji aarti at night. The next day we went to
Mussoorie where we visited Prabhuji’'s school.
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“Shri yogeshwar saraswati shishu vidya mandir”.
The next day everyone went to Devprayag
where we saw the Gangaji sangam where the
two rivers-Alakananda and Bhagirathi met to
form the Gangaji. We also saw shantashrarr
where Pujya Prabhuji did his sadhna. The next
day we went to Rishikesh where we saw Shivi
Mbhai's ashram, Devkibai's dharmashala,
Shivananda ashram, and the Bharat Mandir.
Last we went to Ahmedabad where we saw
Satyapath and Sarvayogam School.

Then, after the yatra, everyone went to
Swargarohan. On the first real day. everyone did
rang Everyone paired up with a couple of part-
ners and we used different colors of sand to
make masterpieces. At night we did fireworks.
There were tons of beautiful explosions in the
air. Th next day, we did satkarma. After that we
went to santi kulam and flew kites. Some kites
went hundreds of feet high. At night we flew Chi-
nese lanterns. It was so beautiful. The next day
in the morning we all did satkarma to the ladies
walking with woods on their head. Then we did
another satkarma to school kids who couldn’t af-
ford anything. In the afternoon, we did Matki fod.
There lots of pots full of candy. After that, all the
kids took a tour of Swargarohan. We all learned
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how Swargarohan was constructed and how ex-
actly everything was. The next day, in the after-
noon we did another satkarma. At night we all
did individual performances. It was very fun The
next day. at night we all left Swargarohan to go
to Kapura.

When we got to Kapura, we first went to
Kalidas Mandir. There we did satsang and
Shushila aunty gave a speech. After that, every-
one took a tour around the house, looking at ev-
erything. After that we all went to the hall to eat
lunch. After that we all went on a tractor to one
of Maa’s school. After that we all went to
Kalidas dada’'s mango farm. There we did
satsang. After we went to Sushila Aunty’s house
and did Satsang. After that we took a tour of
Sarda Aunty’s house. Then, everyone went
home.

We had so much fun in India. This has been
a life experience. | learned so much in India. It
was so amazing that no one got hurt, sick, or
lost. Everyone was together and everything was
successful. Thank you to Pujya Maa for every-
thing.

Jai Krupalu Maa.

| ——
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India Yatra

Pujya Smart, agel0, USA
Dec 17 - 27, 2016

This year 2016-2017 we were fortunate to
see Prabhuji’'s holy and sacred places where he
did his sadhna. The first stop was Haridwar
(meaning is gate to God). In Haridwar most kids
came on the 17th of December. The next morn-
ing we went to Ganga Maa but before that we
went to Shri Avdhut Maharaj's (he was a great
saint) room where he had left his body. Then
Snehal kaka led a Ganga Puja. We first prayed
‘please forgive us because we are first putting
our feet in you'. Then the puja started. On that
same evening we saw the Ganga aarti. It was
very grand. The day after that we went
Missoorie. In this town we went to a school
called Shri Yogeshwar Sarasvati Shishu
Mandir’. Prabhu had founded that school. Many
of the trustees who saw Prabhu came and
talked about him. We also got to see Tehri dam
on the way to Devprayag. In Devprayag we saw
Shantashram. Shantashram is a place where
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Prabhu did his sadhna for the longest time.
There we did prayers, bavanis and pranams
and the adults told us how Prabhu did his
sadhna. From there we went to Rishikesh.

In Rishikesh we met Shivam bhai. He taught
small brahmin boys at this school. The boys
were taught shlokas, mantra and most of all
Sanskrit. We even got to serve all the boys
food. Next we went Swami Sivananda’s ashram.
We were told that Prabhu had done his sadhna
there and Prabhu had seen divine vision there.
Then we went to Bharat Mandir. Prabhu had
stayed there for some time. After that we went
to Devkibai ni dharmashala’. Prabhu had
worked there as a manager and also done his
sadhna at that place. We saw prabhuji’'s room
and his office. Then we went to ISKCON temple
for dinner. From there we went back to Haridwar
and the next day we saw a few temples in
Haridwar and then went to Delhi. From Delhi we
went to Ahmedabad. We stayed there overnight.

In Ahmedabad we went to Satyapath’.
Satyapath is Maa-Prabhu’'s permanent resi-
dence and so the address appears on Maa’'s
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passport too. There we prayed, heard a few
messages from the satsangis and saw the small
museum which had artifacts of Maa and Prabhu.
Satyapath was very peaceful. The next day we
went to Sarvayogam’, a school started by Maa’s
bhaktas. The students gave great welcomes to
all of us. We went in many of the classes and
gardens. Then we went back to the bus and
started driving to Swargarohan. In the bus we
practiced our dhuns and bhajans. Swargarohan
was getting ready for our arrival. When we
reached Swargarohan all the devotees gave us
a great welcome with everyone doing garba.
When we went inside Swargarohan we did
pranams to Prabhu then sat on the ground.
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