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Love-Light for Humanity

Dada vaswanl

[An interview with the NBwstime-S daily

newspaper in Hyderabadl

Hyderabad : "lt is not disease that kills

peopls, but tensions which lead to 'intarnal

combustion'. Tho only remedy for dissolving

tcnsions is service to ths less fortunats ones

with low," according to Dada J. P Vaswani,

torclFbearer ol the 31-year-old Sadhu

Vaswani Mission.

The spiritual head of the Pune$ased
Mission, which has 18 cgntres within the

country and 22 abroad, shared his
percsptions on problems facing the modem

man in an interview to 'Newstims' during his

recont visit to the city.

Dada Vaswani, who calls himsetf 'a
laboursr in the vineyard of the Lord', is hsld in
roverence by most ol the Sindhi population

and others. The utterances of Dada, who calls

himself a'learner'and considers the day on

rJl,
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which he has not learnt something as 'lost',
are delivered with perspicuity in a captivating

voics. Born in tho Sind Province of Pakistan in

1918, Dada Vaswani passed his M.Sc. and

migrated to lndia with his uncle and 'Guru'
Sadhu Vaswani-whose birthday, Novsmbor 25
is observed as 'Meatless Day' in the country.

Th€ 7g-ysar-old h€ad of Sadhu Vaswani
Mission which is engaged in spiritual, social
and humanitarian ac'tivities, is a protagonist of
vBg€tarianism. Ho says: "Ths moro lthink o,
it, th6 more I feel that vegetarianism and
world peace go logethe( As long as animals
are slain to provide meat lor man, so long we
will not see peac€ on th€ face of earth. lf a
man kills an animal lor food, hs will not
hesitate in killing a IBllow-man, whom he
considers his enemy, the root causs of world
wars is irroverence for life."

According to him, human development

should not threaten tho integrity ot nature or
survival ol other species. "Bacaus6," Dada

Vaswani explains, "among all the creatures on
earth, ths human being is the only one who
has b6en granted th6 capacity to int€rfere

i : rcrag 11

with the ecological balance. Human beings,
theretore, have a special responsibility to see
that the ecological balance is not disturbed,
that life in all its integrity and diversity is
preserved and all destruction is avoided. To
destroy nature, is to destroy mankind."

Excerpts lrom the inlerview:-
What ls your philosophy?

My philosophy is simple. lt is the
philosophy of acceptence.Accept everything
that comes to you as a gift rrom God. There
is a meaning of mercy in eveMhing that
happens. God is all love. Gcid is wisdom.
Exp8riences come to us as calamities,
illnesses, adversities and in oth€r forms. Brrt,

behind thsm all is th8 divine hand at work. So
therB is mercy in everything that happens.
Thereforo, accept, rejoice and look forward.

How ls ll dltlerent trom the Vedantlc
phllosophy?

It is just one lragment of the Vedantic
philosophy. lt points to the concept of truth. lt
covors a larger sphere of humanity. lt is

based on this broader spec'trum.
L
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what ls democracy and freedom?

The emphasis today is on Iorms of

government, constitution and political

machinery But there is something greate(

something truly vitalising. lt is the vision of the

on€ lite in all. Out of this vision grows true

humanism and democracies. Modern

democracies have produced great leaders-
great in organisation, rich in resource and in
thair power over the minds of the masses.

But more than leaders, more than organisers,

the world today needs men ot true spiritual

cutture, men of understanding hearts, seers,

sages, pathfinders, way-showers' light-

bringers, torchbearers and aPostles oI the

Ancient way.

Whal does lension mean to You?

There are social, political, personal and all

kinds ol tensions. Life today in full of tensions.

We are living in an excited and agitated age.

These tensions keep on accumulating on the

minds. until one day they burst forth into one

physical ailment or the other. People do not

die ot diseases. They die ol internal combus'

tion. This is perfectly true today. The remedy

is, leave everything to God People must

\ : raa,9 Y3

spend themselves in the service of the less
fortunate ones. The measure in which you

render help to others leads to dissolution of
your tensions.

Tell us about your 'Guru'

My Guru, a wonderful soul, very learned,
brought me to this path. When lwas young,
his shining eyes attracted me. lt is my
Master's love which drove me to this path. I

was studying in college with my own
ambitions and dreams. I was preparing lor the
ICS examination. All these dreams were
shattered and crumbled when I met my
Master and looked into his eyes. His lovB

drew me to this path spontaneously, naturally
and etfortlessly.

Why do you say Your dreams were
'shattered'? Wasn't it a natural experience?

I (laughs) had worldly dreams and
ambitions. I was in search of truth. As I said, I

was in college when lmet my Guru. lwas 15

when I found something happening to me.

Then I decided to come out of this worldly
ambitions and dreams. This is because my

Guru led me to this path. This transtormation



is a mystical experience. That is why, I said, it
is'shattering' of my worldly experiences.

What is your concepl o! tlme?

Mahatma Gandhi said that if you have to
be truthful, you have to be punctual. lf you
are a devotee of truth, you must be very
punctual and stick to time. lf I am five minutes
late, I have not only wasted my five minutes,
but ,ive minutes o, many people.

(lnterrupting) How about the phllo-
sophlcal sense of tim6 and space?

Both time and space are conceptions ol
the mind. The soul has no limitations of tims
and space. lt transcends both. So long as we
are embodied creatur€s, we are bound by
these two lactors-timo and space. 'Where did
it happen?' and 'What time did it happen?'
are the conceptions of the mind with no
absolute value. This is the greaiest contribu-
tion of EinstBin to the world ol thought.

What aro your beliels?
Basically, I believe in lellowship with all

creations. The creation ol God is bound by
golden chains to the teet ol the One God-the
one divine Iather ot all. At His Lolus Feet, we
are all one-men of dilferent religions and no

.ruu.t I : qaas

religion. No one is alien in the Kingdom o,
God. All sectarian strile and quarrels in the
name of religion are due to lack of
understanding. I belong to no s6ct. My faith is
to worship one Mystery and to do good to all.

Whal do you say about world and
nations?

Unrest in the world is deopening. Today
natlons are wandering in jungles ol darkness.
Humanity is standing at the crossroads.
Humanity is shedding t6ars, while her children
ars busy manufacturing wBapons oI death
and dsstruction. Humanity is an orphan crying
in ths night for the light. And, there is onB
light: it is the light of tove. This is tovein-
ac.tion. We have arrived at a stage wh€rs both
nations and individuals must either love onB
another or pBrish. Therg is no choice.

What ls your messago?

Tho message I would like to pass on is, in
the words of my beloved Master and M6ntor,
who said oI religion, "let us talk of it lsss and
practise morB!"

(East & west Series-Aprll, 1997)
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