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Speech of Parth at Calgary Shibir

Parth Bhakta

It's hard to condense two weeks of Shibir into a
matter of minutes. But | guess | should start with before
| came here.

| love good food. Before coming to the Shibir my
mom told me, “There you will only get Salad at lunch.
Fruits in the morning and in the evening little Khichadi or
something similar.” | was thinking, “How would we spent
two weeks like this?” So | was little bit nervous from the
food perspective. Other than that | had no worries.

But | don’t recall | went hungry any day! Some days
when | was practicing tabla, | even forgot to take lunch!
But | never felt hungry the whole time!

About the Yatra yesterday, | forgot to mention one
thing which | went and told Maa last night was that
Sutariyaa Kaka.... He was on the tour bus. Not the Bus
we went in, the one we boarded at the Glacier. On this
bus, the driver said something about Indian music. So
Kaka stands up and the driver passes the intercom. He
starts with ‘Aum Yogeshwarai Namh.” and starts singing
Dohal But since it's not our bus, there are more tourists,
like Chinese people, some Canadian, and other people
from different lands. They brought their cameras and
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were taping this Indian man Singing! | really won't forget
that! It was really interesting experience.

Second thing, is very important that Maa is here.
She did give us a scare when she didn't show up the
first day. We actually expected Her at 12-00 o’clock on
the last flight the day before the Shibir. Everyone were
going to keep quiet and then start singing dhoon and
surprise Maal!

At 12-00 Bhagwanjikaka comes and says ‘Maa did
not come.” So we don’t know what to do now? Everyone
is confused. Bhagwanjikaka takes charge and says
‘Now, we will continue the Shibir as if Maa is here.” So
we do that for half day. Next day Maa comes in. It
changed a lot. For half a day | noticed that you really
had to push hard to read. Even when you had to do the
Mala, it was the same experience. After Maa got here,
everyone was excited and everyone had the enthusiasm
ready to go. So she has certain capabilities and she has
lot of influence on the Bhaktas.

Rath Yatra was worth remembering as well. It was
very interesting. | happened to be sick for the past two
days. | didn't really feel like playing tabla at all. But Maa
told me that | should go. So we sat on the Rath.... for
four hours!

Bhagwanjikaka and Vinodhbhai were driving and we
played. Coming back | felt much better.
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| am not sure how much credit goes to medicine and
how much credit goes to Maa. But listening to Maa’s
advice and going to Rath Yatra made me better. So |
went. And | felt much better after coming back from
yatra. As soon as | got here, Maa said ‘Now go to
sleep.” So | say ‘OK’ and go to sleep.

When | woke up, mom had a big box of prasad. Box
of fruits, dried fruits and nuts. ‘Variyaali’ too! It was very
nice. All sent by Maa of course! That shows Maa’s
character. She is caring, always giving little kids so
much encouragement. And prasad is always on hand.
(Pointing to Maa’s hinchko) | bet there is a box there
next to hinchko! (Maa pulls out a box of candy) See |
told you. So it's always ready! (Laughter)

The Shibir was lot of fun. This time it was lot
different. And | knew that coming into the Shibir.
Canada’s Shibir is known for its strict rules. | knew there
were niyams that we were supposed to be taking. So |
learned a lot more in this Shibir. One of the things is |
got to see Swargarohan. | haven't been there. | wanted
to go. But on the video | got to see it. So when she
asked me | thought ‘well video is already taken. So what
else can we do? But my dad told me ‘you can sponsor
it the next year. Someone does it this year. Someone
else does it next year. Something like that. | would want
to do this.

Maa writes, “How old are you?” Parth, “l am 17”
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Maa : “Do you want to go to India to celebrate your
16th birthday?” Maa explains, “Everyone celebrates 16th
on the day or before. We will celebrate 16th afterwards!”

“On your birthday do you want to give uniforms to
500 children?” “Yes” “When is your Birth date?”
“February 9" “Do you have vacation in March?” “From
May to August” Maa, said “We will celebrate your
birthday during Vacation”

So about Shibir, it was more of a learning
experience. | also understand a little more about
Yogeshwariji’s lectures that are being played here.

First | didn’t care to pay too much attention to them
at all. Simply because | did not understand it. The
vocabulary was too high. Gujarati we speak in the house
is very simple. But what we listened is difficult to
understand. However this time it was little easier | think.

Maa writes, “Pujya Shree has also given lectures in
English. We will send you.”

Yogeshwarji says Bhakti is the only way to God.
That Bhakti is not easy. That's also made me wonder,
how do we know what’ were doing is right? You don't
know whats right and how to actually do the Bhaki!

Another point | really liked is, | don’'t know who said
this, but ‘Atma’ is on a gradual path towards God. The
mind is what distracts it. Becoming bothered by
materialistic possessions like money, family, property
you have.
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So it's your mind that's getting in the way. If your
‘“Atma’ is already going towards God then control you
mind. That's seem like a very important to note.

For the children, | really liked the Ramayan cartoon.
First day Maa asked “Who likes watching cartoon?” |
was wondering what kind of cartoon Maa could possibly
be showing? So all these thoughts running thru my
mind. Then | understood, ‘Oh, this makes sense.” Then |
thought, how do they teach the kids? But it was very
interesting. It was very serious. So even the adults were
getting into the Cartoon. So that's really good. | like that.

Of course, we have to mention very important
person here, Joshikaka. We are thankful that he
completed his journey, despite losing passport a couple
of times, after running around. But alas, he has come.
That’s good. | like it.

We ‘re obviously not on his level, but whatever he
said, had lot of impact on me, for sure.

| made few notes on that.

One day he talked about Maa Jagadamba. He said,
‘Jagadamba is everything-in the water, in the atoms, in
the gravitational force, rain and all the elements.” He
even used a specific example about mind. For example,
you think with your mind that you feed yourself, but she
claims she is in the structure of your elbows. So she
controls what you eat even! So she is very powerful.
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Another thing he talked about is the Gopi Geet. That
showed a very dramatic devotion to Krishna. It made me
wonder, “How is it possible to have that kind of ‘Bhav’ in
God?” That was very impressive. | can’t imagine that
kind of trust or devotion. It was very nicely worded and
is still in teaching today.

| really liked his talk on Gurukul. Raise your hand if
you've been to Gurukul.

(No one raised their hands)

That's what | thought. | never been to Gurukul. We
go to school. But it’s little bit different.

| really liked Acharya’s advice on departing speech
to students.

It gives you sub points.

One of the Points, is ‘Remember your prayers!’

That's something that’s not taught in schools today. |
was impressed that in India, they still say, “Remember
your prayers; and continue to study; speak the truth and
practice virtues.” Speak the truth was the loudest
message | think.

| was surprised to see one of the points mentioned
as being ‘Earn money.’

| didn’'t know that. As far as I've been reading at the
Shibir, it's all about letting go of money, possessions. He
(Acharya) said it's okay to earn money. It’'s fine to live a
comfortable life. And most importantly giving something
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back to Gurukul. Now not necessarily in this day and
age. Not necessarily back to the school, but to the
community, where you came from. Always donate
something back. That, the Acharya would like. Whatever
you give, give with faith, give in plenty, and give with
modesty. | really like the Gurukul topic that day.

Another thing | took note was that fact that the
distance between men and God is infinite. You have to
have saint in between as an intermediary. One specific
example, Maa used, is saint'’s one had is in God’s hand
and the other one is with you to help you out. We are
not on the level of Maa, obviously. But with her help, we
can at least take few steps up towards God. And may
be one day save ourselves.

An interesting, one small quote. It's very small quote.

“Give up everything to reach God.” This | took note
of every time | heard it. | wrote it on the back of my
diary, and put a tally mark every time | heard it. One
time Joshikaka said it; Yogeshwar Bhagwant said it in
his lecture, it's said in this autobiography; it's in
Buddha’s teachings. Ramdas said it endless number of
times.

So | got 6 or 7 tallies! So it's very important. So you
give up something to go home towards God. We have
living example. Maa has given up almost all food and
water. We are so far away from getting to give up
anything. | have no idea how to even get there, but it's
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worth taking a note over that was mentioned by so many
different sources, even different religions.

In Maa’s padyatra to Dasarthachal, they talked about
her feet. How they got blisters etc. In the book
Ramdas’s autobiography, goes into good detail of what
their feet looked like. Cuts, Bruises, and how pain was
unbearable for Ramcharas. It is so described in Ramayan.

They walked barefooted wherever they went. They
were always walking. The description of their feet is
repeated continuously.

Another reason why | came to the Shibir is mainly
because Maa called me before | came to the Shibir. “Are
you going to the Shibir?” | said, “l haven't given much
thought. | am not doing anything. | guess, | might.”

Maa said, “Practice Tabla in the Shibir’

You don’t get much time to practice tabla at home.
Really no time. With homework from high school, |
normally go to sleep at 12 or 1 o’clock doing homework.
So there is usually no time for doing Tabla practice. By
being here, | got to play with my guru Hemanta, even
though he was here only for short duration. In Ozona, |
used to play during arti, normally for 45 minutes. Other
than that nothing compared what | learned in India.
There | learned different taals.

Here | played 1 and 1.5 hours with Hemant kaka.
Sure Maa said to play for 5 hours but | played 1.5 hour.
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| couldnt keep my hands on Tabla! They fall
themselves. And that's Hemant kaka’s teaching. He is
very fast. And slowly I've been working toward it and
slowly | did it up to 2.5 hours. Sorry Maa | couldn’t do it
(for 5 hours).

(Maa writes something)

‘For you here it's different for tabla.

Maa’s five hours, is your 2.5 hours!

Parth says, ‘In that case | am saved.’, and
continues.

The result is | got 7 to 8 times better in just two
weeks! | was impressed with myself.

| am glad that | came for the tabla practice. | really
enjoyed it.

The most important message is....

There are 6 to 7 different references that say we
should give up everything and Joshikaka said we should
earn money. And Joshikaka himself says give up
everything. Then he said earn money. This makes me
wonder.

(Joshi kaka says, if you earn, then you can give.
Once you have it then you can give up. If don’t have
then how can you give up?)

So Maa gives us all a guarantee. Forget about
giving up everything, Forget about earning money and
then giving up. Don't listen to any advises.
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She is telling you straight.

If you do pranams then eventually one day, God will
come. So She is giving you the key. But you've been
given the key in your hand. So take it. And Maa is here
with us. And she will help us reach God in that aspect.
She also has given a straight way towards God. You
don’t have to read anymore books or try to understand
them. So there are many different ways of how you live
your life. | am confused.

But | am very glad that on the last day of the Shibir,
Maa tells us how to reach God. And that's the most
important thing everyone should take home from Shibir.

Jai Krupalu Maa.
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