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My Memories of Mahatmaji

Nitya Nand Badoni

It was the year 1969 and | was a class
IXth Student in Mussoorie. My mother and
father were then regularly visiting the Gandhi
Niwas Society, where Mahatma Yogeswarji
used to give his evening Pravachans. One
day my father also asked me to join them to
the Pravachans. Although by God’s grace |
had been blessed by good Satsangs and
spirituality by my parents, yet | do not know |
was a bit hesitant to go to the Pravachans,
for I may had anticipated in those days a kind
of professional Guru giving discourse in a
luxuriant or salubrious climate of Mussorrie. |
did not openly express my views to my father,
for he spoke very high about the Pravachans
and looked very much and deeply influenced
by Mahatamaiji.

It was a beautiful evening that day as we
walked through the Mall Slowly trudging
towards the small hall of the society. At five in
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the evening the hall was completely packed
with a good audience. | too sat along with my
father. At first sight when | saw Mahatamaji
sitting in a calm poise, robed in whites in a
posture from which emanated a radiance of
serenity, silence, peace and tranquility. There
was a grace and bliss that floated without
speaking a word. An instant impact of a
lifetime was marked on my conscience from
that very moment and onwards.

The Pravachans began with a vibrant OM,
and | did not know when the hour had gone.
| longed for more of that divine gospel and
deep inside | desired for more and more.
Then keenly | looked forward everyday for the
evenings to be in the Gandhi Niwas Society
hall with Mahatmeji. How erudite, simple,
penetrative and above all the mind and heart
absorbing his Pravachans were on the
scriptures, particularly on Srimad Bhagwatam.
Everyone seemed to be spellbound for that
golden hour. It was in essence the mingling of
Saraswati with the vibrant Ganga. The Gyana
flowed as if like melting snow at the source
from the white peaked and white capped
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Himalayas. Mahatamaiji, robed in white rose in
the small platform, and to me he was the
inspirational Himalaya, murti of melting Gyana,
moment after moment.

The nucleus of his renderings on
Adhyatma was on Samanvaya. He stressed
on Samanvaya. He stressed on Samanuaya,
the confluence of Gyana, Bhakti and Karma
with a very fine sense of Yoga alongwith.

Amidst the shrotas at that time were the
graceful residents of Mussoorie. From simple
folkks who rallied with complete Bhava with
Mahatmaji and amongst them was also my
mother, and there were people from different
stages of mind and spirituality. For me one
person that outstood out of the shrotas was
Mahatma Bhagwan. He would come very
quietly wearing a light saffron chaddar and
khadaoos and sit patiently listening with rapt
attention in a meditative posture throughout
the whole Pravachan hour. Yogeswarji knew
Mahatma Bhagwan very well who was in the
late eighties at that time. To witness
Yogeswarji at one end and see Mahatma
Bhagwan at the other, it was as if, a setting of
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perfect coordination between a shrota and the
vatka. To define bliss, grace and perfection
one would have to experience such moments
with the saints.

August, 15 was always the day to
remember, for it is also the birthday of
Mahatmaji. The dais was bedecked with
beautiful flowers along with the tricolour. It
was a special day of the blessings and
Mahatmaji although the same as everyday
looked more enthusiastic to add a bit about
the nation and Gandhiji, whom he adored
from his heart.

Then later when we were in Dehra Dun,
for us those days became very special days,
when for years Mahatmaji along with Mataji
use to bless our home in May and October
every year. It was while going and coming
back from Mussoorie on or from their way
from Gujarat. How our whole family rejoiced
by his kripa and blessings. It was his
disciplined, quiet and graceful company with
added light humour that attracted us most. He
used to be very caring about his mother, she
was a sweet lady, a very lovable person. For

alud : 2000 u3

we children she was yet another adorable
grandmother.

The very thing to learn from Mahatmaiji
was his significant daily routine and the
balance of his composure. His sombre
radiance magnified not only in his brilliant and
thodrough studies on the texts but by the way
he distributed the precious time of the day in
his day to day routine. He was truly a
Yogeswar.

| also remember how Guriji Shri Roop
Kishore Kapoor of Chitrashala use to come to
our house when Yogeswarji was in residence.
He was much a dedicated bhakt who highly
desired, the company and satsangs of
Mahatmaji. Later in the years Maa joined
Yogeswariji with other bhakts from Gujarat and
I remember how Maa use to sit quietly aside
Mahatmaji enjoying his satsangs in total bliss.
Mahatmaiji always encouraged to sing Bhajans
and while he himself sang his favourite —
‘Premi Aapani Preet Purani’ he asked Maa to
sing Bhajans, who as now liked Bhajans very
much. My sisters Urmila and Pramila also




uy WAL

sang a lot of Bhajans which Mahatmaji always
appreciated.

| thank and what a simple word thank is,
my parents who introduced me to Mahatmaji
and pray more for of his grace which | feel is
ever present and very much today personified
through Maa.
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ME AND MYSELF

Adarsh Gopal

With tears in my eyes
| seek to SEE ME.
The salt water rolls
Down the cheeks.
The throat is heavy
with saliva and tears.
The nose is running.
| can hardly see.
Through the tears,
The glimpses of a yonder world
are there.
Nothing concrete!
Nothing sure!
| feel that is where,
There is going to be
The merger of ME and MYSELF.
As long as | am aware of
This ME and MYSELF
Here in this world of five senses!
The glimpses yonder are a clarion call
for ME and MYSELF.
ME and MYSELF
Wishes to rum there and merge
In the blue ocean of sky.
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But the ‘me’ keeps ME and MYSELF here
Tied to
The paying of the bills,
The caring of this body,
The anxiety about others.
And that moment of
MERGER is lost
And!
| am left with the
SEARCH for

ME and MYSELF
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