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As Viewed by a Canadian youth

Celebration of Sannidhi Parva

Anil Lad, Canada

Dear Devotees of Maal
Jai Krupalu Maa.

| am back from India.Sorry this e-mail is little too
late, but only now | am getting used to the cold winter in
Toronto, so | thought | should at least say JKM to all of
you via e-mail. Thank you for putting up with my long
e-mails. Towards the end though, | couldn’t catch up
with all the fast activites Maa had lined up-trip to
Haridwar, to Jaipur, to Devprayag. If you're interested |
might send you long e-mails on that (just kidding!).

| cannot say | am happy to be back, because in
India | got used to different way of life. But for some of
us our work is allotted here, so | had to be back. | was
happy to see you all at the last satsang. | hope to see
many more of you at the upcoming Satsang.

The trip was really excellent. Looking back, it
appears Maa & Prabhu were really looking after well
being of all the bhaktas. During the Sannidhi Parva (6
days of festival in Kapura) no one got sick; no worries
about what to eat, when to eat; where to sleep-

RY ALY,

everything was taken care of by Maa! Nobody missed
the plane, bus or boat to get to the Sannidhi Parva. No
deaths reported in the Kapura Daily newspaper*(see
notel below). | did missed many you of though. At least
in the Calgary Shibir, | would hear that so and so youth
is coming from this city. Understandably India is not
near, so even if | had wished, it was not feasible for
many of you to attend the Sannidhi Parva. Nonetheless,
| did get to see Many LA Youths. They came in a cart
load-Wow were they ever ready! If | am not mistaken,
they performed Natak, dance or something each day!
Words cannot do enough justice to the amount of effort
they put in their work. They must have practiced the
dramas for months to able to present them in such a
flawless manner as they did! The youths there have
grown a lot. Also got see youths like Rajubhai and
friends from New Jersey. Small in number as they were
though, they also put up one great new drama depicting
a day in Maa’s childhood! It was very halarious.

Maa also recognized our efforts to celebrate her
60th year. The 60000 Pranam Goal was read out in
front of 2000 people by the chief MC Shri Rajubhai Jani.
As per Maa’s instruction, each name was read out loud;
how many pranams he or she did for the year etc. Maa
also placed the Card/chart for display which Yogesh Lad



M4 : R00% Y

so beautifully prepared, in the Hall where everyone got
to see it up close. Maa said she was proud to see that
“Our India also lives abroad. Their efforts and
achievements are inspiration to the youths here in India.”
Maa really praised us. Saying this, she asked the
children sitting in front of her, “who will want to do
pranams now?” Naturally all the little hands went up.
Thus Maa, by our examples, was encouraging the
youths in India to give up Thumbs Up (Coke) and Pepsi
and to practice pranams in their daily lives!

Also let me tell you, that when the Sannidhi Parva
Video does come out, | encourage everyone to buy the
set. | may be fooled in saying this, but let me tell you
the videographers there have done a tremendous job in
capturing the live events of the Sannidhi Parva. They
had multishoot camera team recording all the events.

Maa was really happy. Had never seen Her so
happy. Also worth noting..., although we got Maa’s
Darshan everyday, Maa was not accessible like here in
the west! Surprising as this may sound-and as | have
told some of you—practically no one ever got personal
time with Maa! Maa was the centre of all the events.
She was probably the last person to go to bed everyday,
if at all. Maa even apologized for not getting a chance to
meet with Her devotees. But don’t think anyone missed

RE ALY

not getting personal time with Maa. They understood.
The whole atmosphere was filled with Maa fever, if | am
allowed to call that.

The Sannidhi Parva gave me the opportunity to see
the many many devotees in India. Never before Maa
Prabhus devotees had ever congregated on this scale!
Sannidhi Parva was the biggest event ever so far. Time
is never enough when you go to India, but still, | wish |
had more time with the bhaktas.

One thing has changed for me is, that before
whenever anybody mentioned a proper noun designating
a name of devotee in India, | wouldn’t have the faintest
clue who he/she was referring to. However, after the trip,
| can proudly say, that now | can attach devotee’s name
with a face. For example, if they talked about Dr. Jagani,
or Dr. Laxmesh or Prof Tarlaben | know what the person
looks like. In the next trip, however, | hope to get to
know the other devotees as well.

Again | digress and never seem to stop. JKM Anil
Note1. Can you imagine a what devastating effect there
would be if there was a death during an important
event? There are too many proofs to prove that Maa &
Prabhu were overseeing the whole Parva. So no deaths
occurred during this Sannidhi Parva. However, many of
you know, two important deaths did happen-before and
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after the Sannidhi Parva. 3 or 4 weeks before Maa’s
brother passed away in Kapura! and about 4 weeks
after the Sannidhi Parva, Sri Vasantbhai (Maa’s Host in
Panama) breathed his last in Kapura! No deaths in
between! Coincidence you might say? May be. But with
Maa, there always seems to be too many coincidences.

You get the point.
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