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My Shradhdha

Rahul Shakyaputra

It was summer time in California and the
place where | was living at made me feel like |
was living in India. It was through music that |
met people whose company | enjoyed.
Religion was always important and present in
my life. It was through music of the Sitar and
Tabla that our Tabla maestro Hemantbhai
Ekbote brought up the name of Holy Maa to
my mind. | became more and more curious
about the Holy Maa. In the mean time a
whole year had passed and | had not met the
Holy Maa. Then the Holy Maa arrived in
California and even then | did not yet have
the desire to go and see this Holy Saint. Then
one day Hamantji calls me up because Maa
wanted to record a music piece of Pundit
Bhimsen Joshi's devotional songs. Hemant-
bhai really wanted me to grab this opportunity
of recording to meet and see Maa. | have to

be honest and say that it was Hamantji who
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was emphasizing that | must see Maa and
should get blessed by her. Hemantbhai had
been telling me so many stories of Maa and
her divine work, he even said leave everything
aside and accept this opportunity to see Maa
this evening.

So that every evening we did the
recording downstairs at the Bhagwanjibhai’s
house while Maa was upstairs. The recording
went till midnight and after that Maa called us
upstairs. Though Buddhist | am familiar with
the manners and customs appropriate when
meeting a holy saint. A small group of her
devotees performed the rightfully mannered
salutations and so did I. | knew of Maa’'s way
of communication was writing on a slate and
translator would expain. The presence of Maa
was very serene. While the other devotees
stayed upstairs with Maa, | took leave and
went downstairs. To my surprise, Hemantbhai
came downstairs a few minutes later and said
Maa is asking you to come upstairs. | was
surprised because | already saw Maa once.
But having heard Maa wants to see me
upstairs a hundred thoughts jumped to my
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mind that Maa is truly a holy person
displaying compassion and care. While | was
sitting downstairs | thought | have seen many
holy saints of different faiths and even played
for them but | had no hope of seeing them
twice. So naturally when Maa asked me to go
upstairs and see her | felt something very
different. When | went upstairs again, | did
salutations to Maa. Then Maa asked me a
few questions about me, how | am doing in
music, finances, etc. This is where | realized
and saw her compassionate and caring
nature. Then she asked me to come forward
with my sitar in my hands where with words
of blessing, she covered my sitar with a new
beautiful shawl and words and said “go and
play your sitar and hence forth with more zeal
and shringar.” At that moment, | felt | got
exactly what | wanted. At the same time she
also gave me a few quotation cards, her
picture and a rosary, which | have displayed
on my sitar and there it will stay. After Maa's
short stay in LA, she went to India.

| had the constant memory and words of
blessing of Maa. | always wanted to know
more and more about Maa, and whenever |
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faced a problem, | always wanted Maa to
know. Hemantbhai was always a great help
and would ask me to go ahead and call Maa
and leave matters in her hands. It has
become my understanding that a holy being
has certain ways of healing and blessing with
loving kindness. | did see this nature of
compassion in Maa. | called the ashram
(Swargarohan) at Ambaji and just wanted to
let her know about my finger that was not
healing. It put me into worries since it was my
index finger, which | use to play my sitar. Maa
asked me to offer prayers to Yogeshwarji and
that would take care of my finger and other
things. | had no problems following such
advice. As time went by, | felt better and my
Shradhdha grew stronger. Recently | have
been told by cardiologist that my heart is not
in the best of health and | have to be
extremely careful. | have put my self in the

Holy Maa’'s hands and will take Ayurvedic
medicine.

| was looking forward to see Maa and the
Ekbote family always supported me in giving
the message of Maa's arrival here in the USA
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and Canada. Finally Maa arrived in ‘New
Jersey and | was fortunate to communicate
with Maa. This time | wanted to tell her
everything on my mind including my green
card situation. About six months before | had
spoken to Maa about my concerns regarding
my Green Card and at that time Maa told me
not to worry that | will get my Green Card. In
less then six months | got the Green Card
and | know this became possible because of
Maa’'s blessings.

Again | spoke to her about my finger and
it was to my surprise the way she blessed me
saying “l am giving you my finger”’ For me
this was more than enough to see my future
full of blessings. This has given me enough
strength to grow larger and larger in
Shradhdha for Maa. | feel fortunate to have
recorded a few dhuns and bhajans of Maa’s
choice. | understand such a service and
shradhdha offered to Maa is always full of
good results (falibhut). From time tg time |
have been fortunate enough to receive more
of such blessings and articles (Prasad), while
she was here in California.

3ol 2002 ue

Also while | was asking Maa about my
finger she blessed me again and said, that
like Ravi Shanker | too will be a recognized
Sitar player. As a matter of fact my Guru Baba
Allaudin  Khan had said something similar
when | was a student. He had said that this
boy will be a second Ravi Shanker. | have no
doubts in the Divine words of Holy Saints. |
have felt very fortunate with Maa and the
entire shishya samaj. Though | am a
Buddhist, | do not feel any discomfort with
Maa. And | will remain full of Shradhdha
towards Maa. | wil always be there to
participate in all of the musical events
including all other events. | remain obedient to
all the elders and Divine Saints. | pray that my
Ego never gets in the way of my playing the
Sitar. | hope to always play my Sitar well and
through my music heal the audience. | pray
for Maa’s blessing so that | may play my Sitar
in good health. Pranaam Maa.
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