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My Shradhdha

Rahul ShakyaPutra

It was summer time in Calitornia and the

place where I was living at made me feel like I

was Iiving in lndia. lt was through music that I

met people whose company I enjoyed.

Religion was always important and present in

my life. lt was through music of the Sitar and

Tabla that our Tabla maestro Hemantbhai

Ekbote brought up the name of Holy Maa to

my mind. I became more and more curious

about the Holy Maa. ln the mean time a

whole year had passed and I had not met the

Holy Maa. Then the Holy Maa arrived in

California and even then I did not yet have

the desire to 9o and see this Holy Saint. Then

one day Hamantji calls me up because Maa

wanted to record a music piece of Pundit

Bhimsen Joshi's devotional songs. Hemant-

bhai really wanted me to grab this opportunity

of recording to meet and see l\,4aa. I have to

be honest and say that it was Hamantii who

igurl : aooe

was emphasizing that I must see Maa and

should get blessed by her. Hemantbhai had

been telling me so many storieE ot Maa and

her divine work, he even said leave everything

aside and accept this opportunity to see Maa

this evening.

So that every evening we did lhe
recording downstairs at the Bhagwanjibhai's
house while Maa was upstairs. The recording

went till midniqht and afier that Maa called us
upstairs. Though Buddhist lam familiar with

the manners and customs appropriate when
meeting a holy saint. A small group oJ her

devotees performed the rightfully mannered

salutations and so did l. I knew of Maa's way
of communication was writing on a slate and
translator would expain. The presence oJ lvlaa

was very serene. While the other devotees

stayed upstairs with Maa, I took leave and
went downstairs. To my surprise, Hemantbhai

came downstairs a iew minutes later and said
Maa is asking you to corne upstairs. I was
surprised because lalready saw l\laa once.
But having heard lvlaa wants to see me

upstairs a hundred thoughts jumped to my
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mind that Maa is truly a holy Person
displaying compassron and care. While lwas
sitting downstairs lthought lhave seen many

holy saints of ditferent faiths and even played

for them but I had no hope of seeing them

twice. So naturally when lvlaa asked me to go

upstairs and see her I felt somethlng very

different. When I went upstairs again, ldid
salutations to lvlaa. Then l\.4aa asked me a
few questions about me, how lam doing in
music, finances, etc. This is where I realized

and saw her compassionate and caring

nature. Then she asked me to come forward

with my sitar in my hands where with words

of blessing, she covered my sitar with a new

beautiful shawl and words and said "go and
play your sitar and hence forth with more zeal

and shringar." At that moment, I felt I got

exactly what lwanted. At the same time she

also gave me a few quotation cards, her

picture and a rosary, which I have displayed

on my sitar and there it will stay. After N4aa's

short stay in LA. she wenl Io lrdia.

I had the constant memory and words of

blessing of l\.4aa. laiways wanted to know

more and more about Maa, and whenever I

igourl : roor
faced a problem, I always wanted l\,,taa to
know Hemantbhai was always a great help
and would ask me to go ahead and call Maa
and leave matters in her hands. lt has
become my understanding that a holy being
has certain ways of healing and blessing wjth
loving kindness. ldid see this nature of
compassion ln Maa. I called the ashram
(Swargarohan) at Ambaji and just wanted to
let her know about my finger that was not
healing. lt put me into worries since it was my
jndex finget which I use to play my sltar. Maa
asked me to otfer prayers to yogeshwarlj and
that would take care of my finger and other
things. lhad no probjems following such
advice. As time went by, Ifelt better and my
Shradhdha grew stronger. Recen y I have
been told by cardiologist that my heart js not
in the best of health and I have to be
exremely carelul. I have put my self in the
Holy Maa's hands and will take Ayurvedic
medicine

lwas looking forward to see l!,laa and the
Ekbote famrry a ways supported me in givi,]g
the message of Maa's arrival here in the USA
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and Canada. Finally l,4aa arrived in New

Jersey and lwas fortunate to cornmunicate

with N,4aa. This time I wanted to tell her

everything on my mind including my green

card situation. About six months before lhad
spoken to Maa about my concerns regarding

my Green Card and at that time Maa told me

not to worry that I will get my Green Card ln

less then six months I got the Green Card

and I know this became possible because of

Maa's blessings.

Again lspoke to her about my linger and

it was to my surprise the way she blessed me

saying "l am giving you my finger" For me

this was more than enough to see my future

full ol blessings. This has given me enough

strength to grow larger and larger in

Shradhdha {or Maa. I feel fortunate to have

recorded a few dhuns and bhaians of Maa's

choice. I undersland such a service and

shradhdha offered to Maa is always lull of

good resuhs (falibhut). From time to time I

have been fortunate enough lo receive more

oI such blessings and articles (Prasad), while

she was here in California.

i2urr1 ; root \e
Also while lwas asking Maa about my

Iinger she blessed me again and said, that
like Ravi Shanker ltoo will be a recognized
Sitar player As a matter of fact my Guru Baba
Allaudin Khan had said something similar
when I was a student. He had said that this
boy will be a second Ravi Shanker I have no
doubts in the Divine words of Holy Saints. I

have felt very fortunate with Maa and the
entire shishya samaj. Though I am a
Buddhist, I do not feel any discomfort wjth
Maa. And I will remain full of Shradhdha
towards lvlaa. I will always be there to
participate in all of the musical events
including all other events. I remain obedient to
all the elders and Divine Saints. I pray that my
Ego never gets in the way of my playing the
Sitar. I hope to always play my Sitar well and
through my music heal the audience. I pray
for Maa's blessing so that I may play my Sitar
in good health. Pranaam Maa.



14t4t.rt i2urr1 : rcor
ri{l ul :tl oi:r.uroru6aL qi .fli{{L urt

}-LRoL r{, ari 1. rtl GrrcrL Hr0t11? d.ri, r,{t ii'tRrr
+LtritaXt{l uLqi. i udl 1 tLri l,rti Gqr oltqt"al oi
i E 4td!t{l tiqL uai r:[6 uha riai ruL+L{ ru,t ari
i{ {aeLra turli 

"4.r,JLr rid .i6ri, i.{t +Li 
',tqr c.{1.

1. qrdr otsl't.u.urL rX:Li. {i }q[q .riti r{, i{
w d .rqL r{. ( o,tqLiL trai i 1 rrL {< uA & ui
+dzi <rtfli gotL'{lraL urla ara{la ri &. 1 tL.{l
Gtrfierf.t y'{ nLd[ u3qtrli{a ru.{I. o{lon eu,ir l rrL

uA qrai cipui.(l ,{[i g ?ft q6;t .lliaL ltn ur.[
ilr'r. \iC rt?i uLa{ .iei qlLJl.rLrqi or:ll }ria<ur!
.{li ur.aL qi tqi i 1 rrL qi €w qi<ira &. .! qr{
r.{.< i. d r}.r.rLr r{t c{g ai 1u,ti ui 1l rLrr
aic1.r4 .1, ,i hqLi qi raLa{ rj. ui1 1. u r,ticrL.i

& i nioLqai "u ulir hqLr'L qltr r.rrri 6sqt 4i
+ti qria i 1 uL'ri or ri, Lr,X ui ruL,j rha
ria ir. .flir.u \L,i aiiL s.rll aR { hu{ i ler-d fal--r
qql{ qR[ +i;t:i u] iir+Lr rrc,L+L{ ui ){i qD

5lq ,rqt.j ?t:j &, uig o{lo"rLr iqi quLqta. toL prd

.Lrll. it{l +.rLouhr fli w 1 ud rti i{1. 6,rct u4
ud. qlct"al, ati d ir lcr-a yl1r.fi crrcqll r4totd].
G,rr qd-Lrfii d 1{l 1 rtLi yq[q rql. aili ] qtr) qrir
[q\ q]LsL ya-'r 1tm-ir+L i d iiotla rl]t 0 ,iL qnL
q{i iq xiA & qiLi. qLr[ ri ,r.ttta 116 i 1 ru
iei a,uq ui rrqo 4.ur'L E. ,rdl iralLri tL{l i{laLr

to

l{lfl A(qI

t-,r dio ' 
ruEct rulta

itdr|<t\i q d{ ru'tL rr,it .,ti o<rul 'r'i iazir

ui u.i .rp.4 ioaQt q "',r'r'ri ii "r+"u tG'La{
,.r< uL.iz q.lr -tqL irrit.r +i"[a.u ul4+tsl qqq4 e1i'

rurr s+ad q{ ditil qs..r.i:l or 'r-[iq 'ri1 uh'L<l

rrrrqiL. laaLr r,{i dotql.[ i{cflaqLrt urL.tttct luru

{l uria"u6 utqiz< qL? ''. 5. rt,1 +Pt it"t'tqr
qm.i. qd1 ,iL 1 u'{l ta +! it +! r*t+'li' rd" ur+L i
r,r; ar qia q? ? ,rd cr:i,'{ic 1. rtli +lq{{ {
pr4. 

"'r i \ rrL onr-r ilcill"'irui'{qrql '{R 'rq[ ur'
vi.,a aa.,r Lrla 6/1r{ .Li 6:pr .tt u6. li1 ir*
fa.rir ri{ "t-{ } dl iriaori ti oiL<rL'[L lql ] 1 ttt
.itra a{|rai A{1.{l a*,r.ter.{t ticfla 'rsL'tP<{

ir'Lls"L trLq.+ ulL &. dl i!riao'{ ou'raL "ti'tr ri'{l
oO 

- ,, iiLlsrr.{l at x'{l cr6 1. u'l q']i i'1n ;'rtd;i

r.rld 1tt. q|1 }rHlqE\qr ,(:1{ oit6t} i rtl t{aoi
,) uL".r-.r ,.aalt i tR 1 rLL:t rt'{i irit'1 urillqlE'

Lc,L.r.rL oi6r].. dt triacl6i 1 u h\ ui iriL'tt

leq rL{ litr rLi aqt .uiL ridl. irtqi a'{l { t'tti-

tl, ,Lg i "{tg u{ :LrL "rrg\? ?l"{li qqr i ai;/ ,1.

qri. ltut.n.[ .u r{Utfl adl AdA.



t? r4t4tat

uir t+i aor r,tL+ar rqi ui urdl r qr+Lqa ur,t'r

rua, dldr? G\r rir {rr uLcr riiaLJI rqi, "',ru),
du{ i{ldtq lor G.$ld l,ri itr6'/ irlir 41[3.u ti!6i."
:ii aqi ti rili errj i o'tgi rii ;; "n6{ dd i 6rg d/
qi tr,II 

"q. uA r A iui?i +Li lrrtietgri frsi rLI,

\i.ri +"Q.{ ui usu,t i,u,{I, iri d u{l {laLr O.rr
anA{l r.,0 & i i .ri+ui .{i ?&I. e \d[ I. u f,ir
la.{it crl+rr.6r(ra{i iur6, ..ura [,rzL,{ qd.

i .nJl 1 u.{l {te ri e.H }uq.{l ui el,lLdi
i,udldlri qdi clcai rtai. crd iult h\ qg i qg

onqrql-t oqru ,rqL &irLi it,fl. oaR i6 {u+{L 6ta{l
er.t, ari 1 qLi i h\ qn rr+.j t L rr.i. {l triaqr6
r,[.{ qqi qi Uq rfai'r uaL ui 1. ui ur r{l ii.
,'t!j ui {l r,ucLur qq"rL ti,{.r. u{l ri.{l {r+ov q6 crd ae

i ,f{a riA.fl .rlaL.u lr{l otm'LaL e{ qztsqr.{l ui
rrdlqla 

"Lr+tL.rqr.{I urcrdl ir<{l 0Lr ir. 1. u.tL uL.rL

tug uor+.{l rri o,tqt ,.r.{1. ufl rfu ulcLutl .rDdl.

ii icl arsi.{l ULqJI riad d 1 ui r,ioto +"rcrliLcqL

$.t r{. r{lan .rcusqr qt) ri qr{ rr,g.q.{l uicLufl u.l.
rirfi qi i.{l {q[ frr q.{1. 1 rur;i wqu.i i 1
dtr+rroi yLd.u ri. i.ri. aL{ uictr,l} {i oLt{l ouq,ii-{l

riotLq rLqil 1. u.{l u nctrs r.{llr.trqi qi. r't6

u.rf't.L <r.{1. trtlaL {laqr uq qi ui; prql crLci

lai u{l .91111. otq.r.p q.{l cL6. u:Lq[ {Lsr arrq .{t<ri

igarrl : tooa !3
rll eeq.u eLr,ri (rl{[{iLciLeo..D) ri{ }qi i ur; Er{
"it!i i{ aar q{1. )e{l ui i.[ lrJI rLreo rL.,tdi.
ui6 d aiL 1 lr.u oelqi u{l o,tai ir-1.{l ll{l & ui
rsi $ u4i{L e* <rr1u.

\ rr.u ur.rrqn.{l { r..{laiL rrai, ,iL rll tirqlZ
fiqLi ui r.tlul [i.rrrta uLqai i.u or 1 ri.L udhrL
r,ti iisLqi flri \tttrr'r ) orqu+ai rilai. u[,ri ,I. rt
1on{I ,rh{ ui ! 1. r+L.ri {ld rt+ crLc{tud{} qd.
u1 clq; \ ui d ort{l r.rrlta onp{l i+ l+rrL{ dnti
urL {14 rLJ lq\.{l lqar.tl +La ,rqi u.{1. u qlG.u \t<ri
l rtLi uL diL *a r{L,iL l qLri :ii.[ CrraL.t rr"Li
irt w 6 c1n lJ {oll 6./it lirt tql u.i u {ir.u{
rv ti "l-r. tLI qufl 

"15. 1 +r_r.rL r,urll.rle{ or ri
frqur ,{.

1{l 1 tL;i rtlfl uicL,rt l.r\ +a r{l qi urL
ula,i +.ri raLrllql; r,uqal qi lqj, ..g d;i + {l
uicLotl uLj rj." urL rD ai ou 1or 1d tl{. u$
orf.rq r,urll.rlr.qLui i.rr.i. ur.r {rqu,r ,.i "1"r rrrltui a,t {{ 1. rtr \?-fl ,rra ,t1 I <q oiqc1u <,t.tL.ll

-ctg. E-{n o.,ta.i qr,,,rqrall uj { i 1 u rrD (
iaeii itit-tt qrir-otl{ otcr.r_'L ui ri.t.L.i ir)dlcr ri
u*l { irrlr.i ri r ur !rrr.{l 1 u.[ i+ u-r aur

::-3- :i" &ra ,irrni {oru,tt .11+i ir. 1. ru oarr
r,tq{rt.trutt rr4t .1ti iitrt ?lq,tnt r,iir 1 rltL
uLdlqlg uii yaLg ir,r.r.tL g atclaroll et,lL t!.



tY ?'Il4.*t

{{t u{l uirrc,l} lir\ 1 rti lpai alL ir,ri uullql;
ur{ rtsai i 'i[ia rlirriri i{l rfu ifiaLrqrer a.{li
+Lr{l -ufa qI. .11 r1s:r .it oaii $ heui{l cai aii
Itllt c]r qr']t us.rG4.r qri uri ltdi.{l o/ )tlc[O
:icr, iulLrli i "r"ti rrl{ i "ur d)6i .iR,r rl"Lrirr
,,r.LiL." +ri qha {id lr.rt .rqalLq'r I{1 &ta &. \
qr ui rir{nl u1,1l,{l qh{ir.n lttcrai g ui,
flqLr,r rtqE U .n i g tdq{l g sdi \ lti
l1qcr{ r:rd uL.rl-L ael.. 1 u r.A.{l ufl alcL urtl
irliL. 1 uai orqr or riclla+ iq o/ 4lo{ rL.lali:Lrli

orL"L iiqr g da.Lt lOu.6r!.rr w +{IciL ui riaii $
uLtt< rtill. ( r"1a ,rr{ rj i t'tr ahi,r.t.rri t-r
!A ufarud .tL uLr. $ rsirL rt?+t +{}drr.ntd ,t, ui
urr ,ar.uri.ii adri ticllaarrL r{tzr.Il rL.!. 1{l 1 +LL.IL

orrqirrrl ,rqu+1. t qr, qi l}.qL uLd[qh e]L i 0iirLi

+++u rLiil $ r{laLr .r"ul'l u5.

o

X qli ,ilarar eJ+ I
q(A q,iu/[h.ri ,ti. n r dr r;[a]i {r: L.{i +tLqaL

rrD rid u.taoJt, r rq L "z oidri, riql c1a har
uLaf.6tu+ r,ro,tLa*rtr+'t uLrlq q{l o/.iL u.tt.,t
ri" €a"r itd 1,,t{ adl r,t*1. c1z, .u rra:. oi.6i.
ti{ .qL 

'ti.t 
adl ra.i. ji ,ir rl!{a D i rr'at+t

r clqi r cr,,t.rt.rL.fl rafiq."trll racira rlL,r ri 6i.!rr
,r'tctruilnr ulqlrt &. r,rirtxi. uai'ql)i ar tLat-rL
rlb 44r{ B. }zcrL,t. [iq,rir{ ,li ,'/ ur]rq {'1{{
D. .rLu3qA{ Gb{ A,r ;t. c]l.{l uLer*aL ari &?
ti ;rq ql;r o/ rr+L.j &. 61.a,lL .uJ1. uLriaL, .'rL,.rLrr.

1.it-1. 1,r.r +.trqlr ,?ar{ ,{qr clt, ltt.rLl ,fg.L ud
qtrq "r r,il ,-i t." b?.ar.r'rr "qLrL4, +u4
o ei+1.j, rLrftr, rrqirt url.urrrtdlLi l.rqi6/P-1
uLu.rt{, trigt trr. [r rrqr{ ?,ri l,{.6a.j ri6 i
rld uri rt+{ rL{ uqL uiar.{l {4 oy r{l {rL,r &.
tir.i rD cl+.fl ylaaL 

'fli 
uA .J?, .1 rrat ailt{}

r,tr{p,r rr..{li. atr{l ti;qL.{l qL.tr*aL arl. dt{1.
c1t+ ll,,lr-rl<.{l r,ll.r.tL{ uL"Lrtr.tL,ir r,ucroL,rt
,rl E. ri q:{r. rii.rt{ rtcLc. rLct;rlaruil ?L}.1 ?iur-
rLi qri..r.i a^rr1l }qr ril.rr ltLaL.rLr.{l d+cL prd

dI ari ,i 6llq.ll 1t"a tlD rii ari c1+ ru'tL triL ?

3 r.1] l1l qul-la-gr 
"r ad. i.z ril &1 1D-.l ?1@-l 6/ .r" n rtf,ti r-rr-t r, 1i ti d qi+tt +t|.t

yqu.r{ &. ri rrruatL{ $ rrrqr <rd {_ ir-raro

ADHYATMA * Reod. No GBV 113 * F.N.t No.7tg57l99

ltfxirttt-ra e.i" te,zz r{t. t|tgrt+crr, qtq.tcn-t



'1, 6a t[!r4La *
tia.r ,rfutL.L ti+p.{i ,ats, uia q.qqlld &.

.l ui r4 ir4 tri(r r,irz .r,fl u,qil ,L i,tir r,r-r

i.q.rrcrL.ila 0L,r E. iizit a.i +{4, }rar uq{ {4
ytLt.il ,rfifurlirli, ir.aurr {oi"iL+ri rij.r r,r,1.u
q,rq rii &. t!a.,- u[i]r'la.{l ar.at ra121 aL11,rL

atqirui aar u[i1t,rq]ql ?r.t Ar{ E. rla1",L u,-iiuL,

[lqi[d. .rrdr.riqlqi goqr.r-l y.qrr .iu 4q[ c?zciL

li?rrt. r-..1r!9, 1tl'a.r, 1'rU,r. l'a.,2, az'1 ,i1,. rr,
F-L,rLL, lh ila.u. hqr6, .,tqr, "u, la,q l.LiL'r \;L
4rt i9. r:a.. r.r.t ntqr-,1 ilr414 rr-r izt U. r:.
<{l.r+r o.r<.{l ,iLaL"i.L ulr dar.{l arao i.ri q]ti
a:i &. Aa .r.ta d+ri r.lqLttLad.l qiJl. qr.r qd D.
ri qti +.1+q, kai uir d+p.riLlq iLnt &.6r.,.,
,{rlq.L.r rl+l i-1.1 A1.ll ollddl or:-1i orl-L iul ar+c)
& i g uh.ir t! +L),,.ft qr.,-r. r.aa iiiar &. ,liqdl
yrurqr{ qL} goqr tr-li. :rl" aorra.&. rli- lqa.L-

cr a.rL.fl, ogo{I.a. i hqrz:,,l,-r qr.tr.tl r,u.*,u,tL
arfl. d+n rrLiL adl.r..,, rr4r u'11. a.,rL tai. q-ili
qL,ll laarl.Liar iaL ri E. g rll yrir riitcil <,ll
,{r,ir.. d+n ;/ rirl ri d ;r. rriL i qL,-r. ri:rq.i qD,

{qr-r ft1d..j ,'r ti D .L tr-ri. ii ll. qr.i ui.crcr. r{l
^v -rql grr . ilrt(rr <llqt?qr Ir.r ',r.r Lrqr ,.rnr.rr

3z{ uricLcr iqq qqr aril r!'{rl urar. a'l,r',
rr+r tuia.r trLF{ } qlaL-&. a'l i,ll. {li. u
rl.r< 6+j[ ai ? 6ar U.Q1lr-r r]tzd ti+.rr.rr ,.il
q: j.i nI .r-rlqL orrqL a1[+i. qutst: q


