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My first experience of Pujya

Maa’'s Divinity

Pratik Smart, U.S.A.

It has been two days since we returned
home after the conclusion of the Van Sanniddhi
Parva. However the celebrations have continued
within the heart and mind even today. | may
have returned home physically but | still seem to
be there at the Parva in spirit. | pray to ‘Maa’
that this celebration continues within myself until
she gives us an opportunity to participate in yet
another one soon.

It seems like yesterday when we reached
Deer Park, the location where the Sanniddhi
Parva had been organized. Within minutes we
were meeting other Satsangis and Bhaktas who
had reached there to help organize the place for
the festival. There we got the first glimpse of
‘Maa’ at the main hall. In the darkness of the
night she sparkled like a ray of light that dazzled
me and It felt as if she was giving us the mood
and energy of the Satsang.

Although a lot of preparatory work had been
completed before we reached there | did get a
chance to work with other satsangis to help
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organize the place and bring it to a festive
mood. We spent time setting up banners,
sticking up posters at various places on the
grounds to direct new comers, decorating the
satsang hall, setting up the kitchen, working on
the ‘Kutia’, picking up satsangis who were
coming from all corners of the world and the list
would go on and on. All this work was being
done under the supervision of ‘Maa’ and she
made sure that all work was completed before
the start of the satsang on October 7, 2007. Her
energy unfathomable and her ways were so
gracious that we were engulfed in her divinity
and had no idea when 2 days passed in
organizing the park area. “Maa had ensured
that everything was at the right place and she
took personal attention to details as if each item
at the Parva belonged to God. With even
greater care and enthusiasm she made us all
welcome “Prabhu Shri Yogeshwarji” into the
Satsang Hall and the Kutia. This brought the
soul to the body that was being decorated for
the last two days.

The next 10 days took us into another world.
It was my first chance to leave my worldly
chores and spend time in a spiritual environ-
ment. My day was transformed into a Satvik one
from the Tamasik ones that | had been spending
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until I came to the Parva. Each morning we got
up early to get ready for the Prabhat Vandana at
7 am. This was followed up with Pranams at the
main hall and light exercises to enliven the body.
Then a short break for all satsangis to have their
breakfast and complete some of their ‘Niyams’
that they had registered before the start of the
satsang. We would all meet at the hall at 10 am
to listen to Prabhu’'s ‘Pravachans’ thereafter.
Then again break for lunch and a chance for
satsangis to complete their ‘Niyams’. We would
meet again at 3 pm and this time we would go
through presentations from the satsangis, video
presentations of different kinds such as other
Acharyas, video clips of ‘Maa’ and other
satsangs she has had in the 80’s and 90's,
films on Deshbhaktas, personal experiences of
several satsangis who have been with ‘Maa’,
reading from Maa’s diary, etc. Then a break for
dinner and final ‘Bethak’ at 8 pm that would go
up until 11 pm before we went to rest for the
night. All this was constantly interspersed with
Bhajans, Sankirtan, Bavanis, Pada and
chanting. In between we would get a chance to
participate in Garba—Raas since it was
Navaratri. Then there were times when we
would walk down to the lake with Maa for
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Sankirtan and Prashnotri sessions. There were
times when we would be encouraged by “Maa
to play a game of volley ball or jog in the park.
There were also those small chances to get
some personal time with “Maa and learn a few
lessons from her that would help one in their
personal life. At some other times there were
commemoration ceremonies for devotees who
had made significant contributions and yet at
other times we were all given a chance for
‘Shram Yagna’ whereby we created a trail to the
lake which at the behest of the park manager
was named “Om Maa trail”. All these activities
removed our worldly thoughts and we were
drowned in a divine, serene energy. “Van
Sanniddhi Parva” truly became an opportunity
for us to associate with devotees and spend our
time improving our spiritual life.

In the midst of all these activities and
celebrations one person who remained in the
limelight was ‘Maa’. She was a constant source
of inspiration to everyone at the Parva. While
devotees were finding ways to have her
association and in some way give something
back to the Parva, Maa would have her way of
sparing much more time and energy for each
one who had attended this Parva. Even in the
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middle of all these activities she would remain
up on the stage with a smile enchanting all 268
people who had attended the Parva. There was
never a time when she was tired and in spite of
having severe ‘Niyams’ and ‘Nirjala Vratta’ she
would stay awake almost every night to spend
as much time she could with all her devotees.
Her presence was invigorating and she would
cast a spell on the devotees, to the extent that
no one would want to move away from the hall if
she were present there. As days progressed her
presence became so divine that every one had
their minds focused on their spiritual activities
with Maa, and their worldly life was forgotten.
This was truly a Vanprastha life that we were
living and by the end of it we hoped and prayed
that this would never end. As the days came to
an end each one was praying for more
association with ‘Maa’. With tears in their eyes
many devotees departed back to their homes.
However, each one prayed that ‘Maa’ would
strengthen their spiritual life and bring them
closer to her in her service so that such
celebrations would last forever.

Jai Kripalu Maa.
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