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Dag athkachal Yatra

Ketan

Although this yatra was called the Dasarathachal
yatra there were many other things which we dl got to
experience including the climb up Dasarathacha. The
eye and donation camp at swargarohan were the first
things which we got to experience. This was my
second time that | had the opportunity to participate in
a donation camp. we went out to the various villages
surrounding Ambgji to see first hand how some of the
villagers live and if their Stuation is such that they are
redly, redly poor then a card is given to them to come
to Swargarhan to collect Prasad in the form of lentils,
snacks, towels, stedl plate, just some very basic living
necessitates. To visit these villages you need to walk
great distances and you cross various type of terrain.
It's not easy to get around and because the distances
are long just to get to a main road you get a sense of
how hard life can be for these people and although
everyone we see are fairly poor we can only give card
to the poorest of the poor. At one point we visited
only 4 separate houses and one of the bha’s
mentioned that we had walked about 5 kilometers. |
turned to him and said that back home | don’'t even
walk 5 kilometers in one year! | was of course making
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ajoke but it does make you realize how easy we have
things here and how difficult it is for the people that
live in these villages. The first day | went and the
second day Neela had come with us.

We have to have faith in Maa and She will provide
you with everything that you need in this life, nothing
more or nothing less. We learned to discover that al of
Hemelbhai, Snehalbhai and Dipakbhai’s personal
bel ongings had been stolen from them on the train ride
on their way to Haridwar. Dipakbhai is a professional
photographer and al his camera equipment was stolen
as well. If something like that were to happen to me |
would get very angry and upset however we were
shocked to learn that when they informed Pujya Maa
what had happened they were all laughing over the
incident. They did not react in a typical way most
others would. Rather they easily brushed off the
incident and went on like nothing even happened. We
(the yathris) didn’t even learn about it until well after
the fact. Hemelbhai, Snehabhai or Dipakbhai did not
think it was worth even mentioning it usl | was amazed
over how they handled the whole stuation, however at
the same time | should not have been. Why? Because
of their faith in Maa. Even though this happened to
them, their faith in Maa was so strong that the stolen
property was not an issue for them and they believed
and knew that whatever they needed would be

€ ANRYLH

provided to them by the grace of Pujya Maa. To them
this was minor bump in the road not worth looking
back for.

The whole trip dthough very fun was 4ill a difficult
journey and not easy by any means : The long trips on
the train; rough and bumpy rides on buses, jegps and
rikshahs; long distances to walk; and late nights and
early mornings. The climb up Dasarath was not an
easy task also. We were in two different groups with
Neela in one group and myself in another. The climb
up the mountain was long and tiring however we al
knew and felt that Pujya Maa and Prabhu was with us
each step of the way. It was difficult but we al made it
up and each of us said prayers to Maa to help us
along the way. We all made it up safely. Going back
down was not easy either and for me especialy
because my knee was really hurting the journey back
down was more difficult. | came back down with
Neela and | used her as a support to make my way
down. Essentially | would put most of al my body
weight on her when | had to use my bad knee. When
we were almost at the bottom of the mountain and
Anibhai was video taping us walking down. When we
asked why he was video taping us he told us that
Pujya Maa had caled him and asked him to video
tape us walking down so that one day we could show
our children. We laughed at that and really thought
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nothing of it. Well right after we had come back from
India we only then found out that Neela was
pregnant!! We were shocked and surprised at the
same time. And even though Neela was pregnant
everything was fine with the baby and everything was
fine with her throughout the whole trip. Although the
trip over al was at times hard on the body again,
Neela and the baby were both fine and the only
reason they were fine was because of Pujya Maa's
and Prabhu’s blessings! With those blessings Neela
was still able to go to and enjoy all the places we
visited on the yatra. Of course | fed, in fact | know
that Pujya Maa knew that Neela was pregnant
however saying so at that time may have atered our
plans for the yatra. Maybe we wouldn’t have done the
Ganga Snan, maybe we wouldn’'t have climbed up
Dasarath. But we did go and with Pujya Maa's
blessng we dl were kept safe.

Here at home Maa has become center of our life.
For example, on Sundays we have family dinners
together and at those family dinners we talk about
Pujya Maa, religion, spirituality and Dad also reads
from the second edition of Prakash Ne Panthe. Pujya
Maa back in India had the bhaktas read in particular
the last chapter of the book where Prabhuji writes
about Pujya Maa so we in turn started reading from
that point also. We still don’t realize how much we
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have to learn about Pujya Maa and this chapter helps
to explain just afraction of Maa from Prabhuji himsdlf!

Prabhuji writes about the first time he saw Maa
and instantly he saw the different types of
characteristics Pujya Maa had that made her such a
good person. We learned of how and when Pujya
Maa was officially given the name of Sarveshwary
Maa by Prabhu after he had meditated on Maa to
discover who Pujya Maa redlly was. We love to read
and talk about these things because it helps us
understand Pujya Maa better and we also learn from
each other by sharing our perspectives, stories and
experiences. The more we learn and talk about Maa
the more we grow with Maa.. As an example of one
of our discussions my Mom shared with us that Pujya
Maa said that Maa always has her hand over Mom's
head. Then Mom asked the question does that mean
that if she were to imagine it should Mom try to
visualize Pujya Mad's actua hand or rather some type
of energy? It was a good question which sparked
some interesting debate.

Of course there is no right or wrong answer but
the discussion did lead us to talking about dual and
non—dua forms of worship and how both are equally
fine if the goal is sdf redlization. In our family
discussion | mentioned that | was reading a book
about Shree Ramakrishna and how he had disciples
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that practiced dua or non—dua forms of Worship. It
was a very good conversation and we al learned a lot
from it and | would say at we dways wak away from
each dinner having learned something new. And
because our topics cover alarge area we al benefit
from it. | mention this because we could all benefit
from having these types of discussion with family and |
encourage everyone to do this.

Jai Kruparu Maa.
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