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Realization is an amazing feeling. It does not
come when asked or when provoked. It makes
no reservation or booking in advance , and in
the blank which asks ,"Number of nights?” it fills
in forever. It is a forever feeling.

All it took was 72 hours for Maa to open my
eyes to something which will never leave me.
Upon arriving at Peterborough, | was asked the
famous question by maa , “Why do you come to
see maa?”’ My brother, Gopi, and Gargi had al-
ready heard this same question from Suresh
kaka. I, however had never been asked this nor
had | ever thought to ask myself. At that instant
in Maa’s room, | didn’t have an answer. Starring
me in my face were the most obvious reasons
such as Maa’s tender love and countless les-
sons. However, those weren'’t the answer |
was
looking for. First, being in the presence of Maa
and second being surrounded by such beautiful
nature, it was inevitable to stop myself from
wanting to sit in the grass and just write and let
the answer to Maa’s question come to me. The
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first thought that came to my mind was being
with Maa is always such a humbling
experience.

When in Swargarohan, we all have seen Maa
do much to help those who are less
fortunate.

However, when speaking of all the Satkarmas
she has done, she never fails to give all the
credit to Prabhu. Never once has anybody
heard her claim, “Yes, that was me. | made that
happen.” Maa’s vocabulary does not even con-
tain the words “I” and “me.” On a similar note, |
felt that | should think twice before telling my
parents, “I made an A on a test.” Did | really
make that A? was it not Maa and Prabhu’s
krupa that guided me?

The last few times Maa has introduced
me to speak at a Satsang, she has always
intro-
duced me with a prelude of my petty high school
accomplishments. Every time she beings this, |
immediately wish she would take the credit for
those achivements. Maa has given me the abil-
ity and | have forgotten to give her the glory.
When in pain, it is very easy to gaze up at the
sky and ask God, “Why me God? What did | do
to deserve this?” But when experiencing ex-
treme happiness or rejoicing in good grades or
a promotion, do we thank God? Is the first

1R ARYLH

thought that occurs to us to thank the person
who actually made it happen? | think that if God
gives you the ability to fly, it is so we fly towards
him—not so that we forget to thank him.

At the Peterborough cottage, there were a lot
of books that Maa had laid out for the youth
and adults to read. After reading a few short
stories here and there, my brother pointed out a
particular book titled, “In Search of Secret India,”
by Dr. Paul Brunton? This is where | found yet
another aged white male who goes to india in
search of Saints and other “holy people.” When
reading about the great lengths this man of a
completely different culture went just so he could
encounter and learn from people who are spiri-
tually higher than himself, | wondered how many
people actually set out on a quest in “search” of
Maa. How many of us woke up one day and said
| will do whatever it takes to find a saint
whose teachings | can follow? | know that | did
not.

One day at Peterborough, all of the girls
were having a short Satsaang on the trampoline
outside. We were exchanging “Anubhaavs” or
“The first time | met Maa...” when Shipraben
so easily said, “well, you, Gargi, and Gopi
were
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born into Maa. You have known Maa your entire
life.” While this is technically true, | have not truly
known Maa for 19 years. In fact when Maa
came to the Rio Grande Vallery in October of
2008, | told her that | was really only two years
old, because when | was 16 when | felt that | had
my “when | first met Maa” moment. As far as
“‘Maa” years are concerned, | am a mere
toddler
still playing at her feet. | am only three years old.
Shipraben’s comment immediately reminded
me of the book | was reading. | am so extremely
blessed to have Maa in my life from day one, yet
| have stood, blind, to her presence, un-
changed to her touch, and 16 years for me to
be “born.” And since then, like a mother, she
has been by my side, teaching me to crawl,
holding my hand as | stumble my first steps,
and
clearing a path for me so that | can run.
Everyone who has spent even a moment
with Maa is familiar with the aura of peace
which surrounds her. This feeling of utter free-
dom of the mind is also something which draws
me back to Maa time and time again. | left San
Antonio on Wednesday afternoon after complet-
ing a final exam for one of my summer classes.
| was in Peterborough until Sunday because that

1% AR

was the extent of my vacation between summer
sessions. Although it was only a matter of three
days, | realized that time with Maa is not mea-
sured by the amount of minutes or hours that

I

spend with her. Instend, time seems to disap-
pear and you're greeted with a completely open
mind. Exams, schedules, and appointments no

longer play a role in daily priorities.

Finally, as the Satsaang ended on Saturday,
Maa asked Hiteshbhai to relay to us what he
took away from her diary entry. His message
was simple : “Happy moments, praise God.
Quiet moments, worship God. Painful
moments, trust God. Every moment, thank
God.” On any occasion, the

latest possible  flight out of
Toronto. This also meant | could not miss any

connections or be late because that would
mean I'd miss school on Monday. Umeshbhai

dropped me off at the airport with plenty of time
to spare. | arrived in Chicago and found my
gate and double—checked to make sure | was
in

the right place. | had two hours to spare so as
Maa had asked, | began to write about my
Peterborough experience. The two hours
passed rather quickly and about 15 minutes be-
fore my flight | made my way to the boarding en-
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trance and noticed it was rather empty. | asked
the woman at the desk if the flight to San Anto-
nio was departing from this gate. Much to my
dismay, she said no, not only had the gate
been

changed, but the entire terminal had been
changed. She said she would page the correct
gate and tell them to hold the plane as long as
they could. | had less than fifteen minutes to
catch the last flight to San Antonio from a com-
pletely diffent terminal. | made my way to the
shuttle bus, only to find that it was packed and
that | would not be on a shuttle for another 35
minutes. This was obviously too long , so | be-
gan to run—carry—on luggage and all. | ended up
making it to the gate in under 15 minutes only to
see sixteen year search for the perfect guru and
finally found her three years ago, but that is
not true at all. | have been blessed to have this
guru in my life from day one. She is a constant
reminder of what perfection looks like. To gain
the slightest knowledge from her is to have bet-
tered my entire lifetime. Thank you Maa, please
continue to call and teach your child—for she has
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A Drop of Amrut
Gargi U.S.A.
Jai Krupalu MAA.
Pranam MAA.

It is said that throughout our lives, we receive 10%
amrut and 90% unpleasantness. The month of July
2009 reflected a large portion of that 10%. MAA’s
infinate source of love poured over all the devotees in
an almost unbearable manner. Three weeks in
Peterborough and one week in Huntsville—each
moment worth living over and over again. So many
different forms of MAA were observed by all devotees
in these priceless days.

Saraswati MAA : a constant outpour of
knowledge—general, scriptural, historical, and spiritual.
Laxmi MAA : revealing some of her numerous
Gupta daans—in India as well as foreign countries.

Amba
MAA : reflecting the ability to change so many forms—
with a child she becomes a child, with an elderly
person she shares their pain, with new acquaintances
she makes them feel like her own within seconds.
Sarveshwari MAA : the mother of the universe—
possessing a vision far different from mere human
beings. She sees past, present, future—through all

yugs.
She is the protector of all and knows each and every
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Shakti—fueling the entire universe, yet for our human
eyes, she displays a mere human form that possesses
all characteristies of an ideal human being.

The setting created at both places of Van Vishram
was not a result of the natural beauty around us but
rather of MAA’s sadhana—oriented nature. This led
everyone to pursue various goals in their personal
sadhana. We would assume that in such an
environment, everyone would be very serious.
However, MAA would lighten up the atmosphere
with her laughter so much, that it became very
easy to
forget the purpose of our stay in Van Vishram.

In such an atmosphere, MAA pulls the string
well, that escaping her cascade of love becomes
impossible. I had never seen MAA in Van Vishram,
but now that I have, there is no place I would like to
see her more. She is far more relaxed, content, and
free to do her sadhana without distubance. MAA’s
hearty laughter is constantly ringing through the house.
In such an atmosphere, everyone is able to easily do
their sadhana—including jap, parayan (recitation of
verses), meditation, reading, fasting, and more—and
taking one step closer to God.

Being in Mother Nature’s lap, MAA’s diary
reflected remarkable symbolic examples of the
beauty around her. For example, in Peterborough, the
sun set beautifully behind the lake. Although we
devotees merely looked upon the sunset as a
magnificent sight, Pujya MAA went far more in

¥O ANYLH

the sun’s long reflection from the sun to the shore
of the lake, is a pagdandi : a pathway, created by
Surya
a devotee. Also, Surya Narayan is an ideal silent
devotee. Some taunt him for his heat, some praise him
for his beauty, yet through praise and disdain, he
remains silent and continues his seva of shedding light.
He sees the world’s sins and good deeds of the day,
but without giving any commentary, silently leaves to
his abode. As he leaves, the widespread reflection of
the rays on the lake, look as if thousands of divas
were floating on the water. Such is the vision of
Pujya MAA-the  universe seenshrough

the eyes of its
creator.

Nothing but constant Thank You’s ring through my
mind when I think of the time spent with Pujya MAA.
Whether it was sitting by her charan on the deck in
Huntsville, or jumping on the trampoline with her
laughing from the balcony in Peterborough—each
moment has been worth remembering over and over
again. Thank You MAA, Thank You MAA—over and
over again for giving me this drop of Amrut. Although I
know this drop will last a lifetime, I will continue to
MAA!

Pujya MAA ne koti
Pranam

Your Child
S
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Poojan std—8 Ahmadabad

| was very happy when | listened that Maa
has arranged Haridwaryatra in the Diwali
vacasion for sixteen boys of same age group.
Our yatra was started fram 20/10/09 and ended
on 27/10/09. Maa has given us ‘Blessings’ and a
bag full of required things. Many satsangis
came to Abu Road to drop us, My father was
insisting Snehalbhai to take care of me, as
first
time, was going to yatra alone. Really
Snehalbhai, Ashvinbhai & Ashishbhai had taken
too much care of us. | like to say the visit as
yatra because we have visited places related to
Mahtma Yogeshwarji's Sadhana, We had
always done prayers, pranams, bhanjans &
dhoon also, | liked, all places, but | was exited
on looking confluence of Bhaghirathi &
Alakananda. These two rivers merge at
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Devprayag and afterwards known as river
Ganga. | was also excited when | saw
Himalayas covered with snow from Chandra
Vadani Devi.

Though | have visited all places without
my parent. | never felt that | was alone or
never
suffered from Home-sickness, due to Maa’s
calls & Maa’s blessings. At swargarohan Maa
had asked me to recite Bhajans like ‘422
ye’
and ‘yku{kikik{khk’and, realised what these
words did miracle in our yatra.

Aditya:— Baroda std.VII

This is my first long journey without parent.
When | heard from my uncle that Maa has
arranged Haridwar yatra for us, my heart
overflowed with joy. Maa has given us
everlasting send off from swargrohan. First of all
Anandbhai did “aitdl/ldds’ and shree Nilaben
had offered flowers, we are given many other
things like cap, bag, Namkins, Napkins,
|denetity card and so on. But the most important
thing that we got from Maa in Her, ‘Blessings’
Here | like to say what | like the most during
yatra. Than look, my memorable experience is

N

to recite. ‘3 LU wWHH dhoon continously

¥E ALY,

while climbing Chandra Vadani de and at
that time | was also feeling that Maa was
whose

protecting us coutineously.

We enjoyed all days with our friends without
scolding & also did bhajans, dhoon, pranam,
reading of the same chapter of ‘Usia Y2/
steps toward eternity.’ | am very much thankful to
Maa and Anandbhai & Nilaben for arranging this
yatra.

Hel Hleu—c¢—asieal.
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My Experiences with MAA

Swati Chandu (Bhakta) Patel

Jai Krupalu MAA.

When talking about Maa it’s difficult for me not to
tear up; I am not sure why (I am not an emotional
person) but something just occurs inside me and the

tears start rolling. I am a type of person who has
always had a difficult time allowing myself to cry, but
when I am around Maa, it’s natural to cry...maybe
because it’s Maa’s love that makes me so happy
that

tears represent the love I feel in the air. Maybe it’s my
soul crying out of happiness to be near such a
powerful being, we all know as Pujya Maa.

I have known Maa since my teenage years; I used
to go with my parents as a young girl who at that time
did not understand who Maa really was. I have been
to Maa on and off for the last 15 years or so; but in
the past few years I have really connected spiritually
with Maa.

Growing up, I have always been a skeptic; I have
experienced many saints and gurus through out my life,
but I have never truly believed in their “powers” or
insights to the purpose of life. I have tried to follow
religion, but it never truly spoke to my soul. But for

. £4 Y LH

some reason, Maa was always there to guide me
even when | wasn’t aware of it. My soul
continued to

search for spiritual awakening.

So a few years back, I decided to visit Maa in
Brownsville, Texas. I really don’t know what made me
go, I just know I wasn’t satisfied with my journey for
spirituality. I experienced the strangest things in
Brownsville. I went with my sister, Bindiya, and we
usually sat right next to each other through out the trip.
During this trip, I was bitten by many mosquitoes and
had a third degree reaction to the bites where the bites
had swollen up into at least quarter—size bumps (I have
been bitten many times in my life, but I never had such a
reaction) and Bindiya did not have one bite:) ~ Another
interesting event that happened during this trip was that
Maa had decided to act as if she did not recognize me,
but knew exactly who Bindiya was. Maa asked if
Bindiya came alone as I was standing right next to her.
Bindiya had replied that she came with “Ben” meaning
sister and Maa still acted as if she did not know me
and asked me what my name was and called me
another name that started with an ‘S’. Keep in mind
that both my parents have been following Maa many
years and Maa knows them very well. Maa also gave
Bindiya some books to read while again 1 was
ignored.
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I felt that all these events that occurred during this
trip were a test to see how serious and able I was to
listen to what my soul was wanting. Typically, I would
be turned off by all of this, but for some reason, I
listened to my soul...my soul that was crying for Maa,
my soul that knew Maa’s strength and love, my
soul that finally felt free and awakened.

Just remember not to let spiritual tests discourage
you from your true journey; be open and listen to what
your soul is asking you to do.

Soon after our Brownsville trip, Bindiya and I took
a few more trips to visit Maa and one of them led us to
Swargarohan. There were so many wonderful things we
experienced at Swargarohan that it is difficult to
describe with words. One has to be at Swargarohan in
order to understand the beauty of giving and to
understand peace and love of life. There are a few
things that I do want to share that have stuck with me or
that have touched me deeply.

Some of us had the opportunity to visit the villages
where we distributed rice and flour to those most in
need. There I met a nine—year—old girl who had lost
her parents and she had become the caregiver to her
four younger siblings. I was touched by this and had
wanted to give by donating and Maa took

vo AYLH

responsibility for seeing that she receives appropriate
help. Earlier this week someone who recently came
back from Swargarohan spoke of this same young girl
who is now 12 and with Maa’s blessings, we continue
to help her and her family.

Another moment that will never leave me is during
the medical camp. There are so many people that
come to this camp in need of help. One volunteer was
speaking to a lady with such disrespect and because |
was truly bothered by this, I turned to my sister to
mention to her that if Maa knew, she would not
approve. As I turned my attention back to the lady
and the volunteer, Maa appeared from nowhere. I had
barely finished my sentence and there was Maa to
make sure everyone at the medical camp, regardless of
their medical need, were treated equally; Maa made
sure that everyone was treated as any other human
being would be treated regardless of there status. This
moment made me realize that I was right to have
listened to what my soul was trying to tell me all these
years—that Maa is something special. Maa enforced all
that was important to me and gave meaning to my
beliefs.

One last thing I wanted to share was the most
amazing act [ have ever witnessed. At Swargarohan,
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there were many volunteers, but a group of volunteers
that made the weeklong camp so special were the
group that created custom—fit limbs for those in need.
Maa thanked these special souls by bowing down to
them in front of everyone. The same Maa that we all
cannot wait to kneel to for blessings had kneeled to
them in the dirt. This act was the most incredible
moment that I have ever experienced. I have been
around many gurus and saints; I met some that have
taken advantage of people. There are many “gurus”
who are very selfish and love the power, attention, and
sometimes even the money. Yet, I have never met
someone like Maa. Maa is the true meaning of love,
happiness, peace, and unselfishness. Who knows of
any other guru that can do such a thing? That moment
has forever been engraved in my mind and heart.

Maa has always been in my life since I was a
young girl, but I never knew her like I do now. Maa
has guided me throughout my life without knowing at
times. I am so blessed to have her guidance and love.
Maa is pure love and I am so lucky to be around her.
Just last week my husband was “born” as Maa said.

My husband knew of Maa through me, but had
never met her until now. He knew very little about
Maa; the main thing he knew was that Maa was the
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reason we had waited longer than we wanted to get
married. But the second he met her, he knew what it
meant to be at peace and felt the love that Maa had of
offer.

Thank you Maa, for helping Snehal feel the
connection right away. Thanks to Maa we have the
ability to grow together spiritually. Now we can share
something very precious to both of us, Maa.

*
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