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An Altogether New Aspect of
Maa'’s life

—Nima Bhakta

Jai Krupalu Maa. This was my fist seva
camp with Maa Sarveshwari and it was certainly
a memorable experience. | was a bit nervous
upon entering Ambaji, especially because |
didn’t know what to expect. | didn’'t know if | was
going to fit in with everyone, how the living
situation was going to be or what activities |
would have to participate in. However, all my
worries went from the moment | stepped foot
inside Swargarohan, Maa ensured me that this
place was not only her home, but mine as well. |
knew she was going to take care of me during
my entire visit there. | can probably write pages
and pages on everything | saw and learned
during my trip, but here are a few of my
thoughts.

First, | admired how Maa was always aware
of everything that went in and around
Swargarohan. She made sure no one was left
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behind. Even if you felt that she wasn’'t aware of
your presence, she found some sort of unique
way to show you that she actully did know. Upon
entering Swargarohan, | wasn't sure if Maa
knew that | arrived.

Little did | know what she had in store for me
later on in the day. During the first night of
satsung,she made all the devotees from
America stand up in front of everyone to
acknowledge their presence. | stood up and felt
so special just to have my five seconds of
spotlight. Even when it was time to depart, Maa
gave our group such a grand farewell and didn’t
let us leave empty handed. She gave each of us
a bag full of prasad and small gifts. Second, |
really enjoyed how Maa appeals to all age
groups. For the children, she built a playground
just so they can play during their spare time.
She showered them with so much candy and
junk food that you didn’t even have to worry
about them getting cavities or getting sick,
because it was all PRASAD!

For the elderly, Maa was able to provide
them with inner strength—something that we lack
as we get older. She convinced all the dadas to

y2 VRYLH

do garba in the prayer room. Although some
were hesitant at first, together with tons of
energy! Finally, Maa never fails to thank all of
the parents for allowing their children to
participate in all the activities at Swargarohan.
The main reason why my sister Priyaben and
| went to Ambaji is that we wanted to take part
in the Satkarma that Maa had organized. It is
only when you experience poverty first hand do
you realize the actual trauma that exists behind
each individual's life. Basic thingh like water
and blankets that we often take for granted
actually mean a lot more to these people. To
them, these items are more like extra lifelines
that they couldn’t have received anywhere else
but Swargarohan. Seeing their smiles and tears
of joys showed me how much they appreciate
and value our time being there. It's hard to
imagine how much time and effort goes on
behind the scenes in planning for all of this to
happen. Essentially, | think Maa wants everyone
to become aware of how there are other people
in the world that need assistance more than we
do. She doesn’t necessarily want us to give up
our whole lives to helping those in India. Instead,
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we could learn to place a limit on certain things
we do and use that to help contribute to the
ones that are more in need. | would like to thank
my parents for giving me the opportunity to go
and stay with Maa. Seeing her at satsung in Los
Angeles was completely different than staying
with her in Ambaji. I've heard and read many
stories about Swargarohan, but physically being
there allowed me to witness what actually goes
on behind its doors. Last but not least, thank
you MAA for making my trip to Swargarohan
possible, | was able to come across things that |
may have naver got to experience in America. |
can return to Swargarohan very soon, and with
your blessing, | am certain that | have nothing to
worry about.

Jai Krupalu Maa!

—Nima Bhupendra Bhakta(San Diego,
CA...Syadla, Gujarat)

=

A, dcl Wiyl ¥ LrdUR €y usL Moy A1 Gledl
| oY dl UG Al L513—510199 A Q8L 5.
—4)

Yy VRYLH

Lessons from Satkarmas

—Pooja

Yet another trip to India brings endless
smiles, great memories, and newfound lessons.
My friends find it hard to believe | can visit the
same place for four years in a row, yet come
back with something new every time. How is it
that we can visit the same Maa for all of our
lives, but learn something new, appreciate
something differently, and see the world in a
new light every time?

How do we live with the same set of eyes,
the same mouth, the same brain, and the same
hand for all of our lives, but in the presence of
Maa, these eyes see new images, this mouth
speaks better words, this brain thinks better
thoughts, and these hands do better work? |
wish | had an answer for all of this, but all | have
is Maa. She is the only answer who actually
presents herself with an endless number of
guestions.

The ten days of Satkarma that took place
Swargarohan were very much like all the other
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Satkarmas we have seen. School children were
given school supplies and the elder people
were given grain and household items.
However, the eye opener this time was one day
when Maa wrote on her slate, “See how
Satkarma is like decoration for Swargarohan?
Look at how beautiful it makes Swargarohan
look.” Of course, we all agreed, but it took me
arriving back in Ozona to understand the true
meaning of Maa’s words.

| was unloading the India bags from the car
and taking them up two flights of stairs. After the
fourth bag, | was panting and sweating. This
immediately reminded me of my first day at
Swargarohan this year. The moment we
stepped foot into the gates, we began unloading
the bags of grain from the truck and setting
them up outside of Yogtirth. That day, | must
have taken at least 20 bags of grain up two
flights of stairs without so much as a loss of
breath. Maa was constantly with us and the
Bavanis were continuously being sung. In a
matter of ten days, | was taking part in a fraction
of the work but felt more tired than ever.

ug ALY

It was amazing to see the striking reality of
the absence of Maa. Her mere presence gives
us the energy to put forth our best, without her,
we lose track of who we really are. We must
realize that in her absence, we are still her
children. Her light is still shining and we are still
being guided. This is where | figured out the true
meaning of Maa’'s statement regarding how
Satkarma and Swargarohan go hand in hand.
True hand True, they do complement each other
quite well, but that does not mean that we
cannot implement Satkarma into our everyday
lives.

We must learn to make Satkarma beautify
anything and everything we wish. Making it part
of our everyday lives will only benefit us.
Similarly, when we are not in Maa’s presence,
we cannot forget to lead our lives in a manner
that would glorify her. Our brains, eyes, mouths
and hands can be trained to think the same
thoughts, see the same things, say the same
words, and do the same service as they do
when they are in Swargarohan-but only if we let
them. The strength of a Guru can overpower the
whole world, if only we would let it.
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There is tremendous happiness in making
others happy. We all witness that every year we
spend in Swargarohan. However, when grief is
shared, it is still half the sorrow, but when
happiness is shared, we double it. | know Maa
had showered me with enough love to keep me
happy, but I hope she throws some tribulations
in my life to keep me strong and faithful. | hope
she keeps showing me the underprivileged to
keep me human, and the hope and happiness
of these same people to give me hope and
happiness. | hope she gives me failure to keep
me humble, but success to keep me eager.
With that eagerness, | hope she throws
determination in to make each day better than
the day before.

Finally, I know that through all these
expricences, she has given me a concrete
foundation of friends to share these thought with
and to help each other see things in ways we
may not be able to see ourselves. We all Maa’s
children, and we can only hope to lead our lives,
both in and out of Swargarohan, in such a
manner that would make her happy.

g
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An Unigne Spiritual Opportunity

—Sureshbhai, LA

Dear Maa,

| really enjoyed my stay at sannidhi parva in
Frontenac, Ontario from May 8 to 15, 2010.
What a beautiful place! Harmony and silence
seem to be prevailing in this location. Beauty in
nature, with P Maa'’s Divine soul, her aura, her
energy, moreover, her concentrated energy
engaged in performing her sadhana. Her inner
nature seems to be dancing in and through her
small but very energetic body. The concentrated
energy seems to be freely overflowing
everywhere around her. If we can just silence our
selves enough to feel the contagious inner tunes
of P. Maa’s being we too will begin to feel her
vibrations. Even if one is not completely
conscious of their inner nature one can still feel
her positive energy. So in such a special
environment | had the privilege to stay for seven
days under the same roof as P. Maa.

In the past, | have been blessed with
opportunities to attend shibirs in P. Maa’s
presence. And they have their own special
place, but my present nature required a little
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different atmosphere and | guess that's why she
allowed me the opportunity to attend this special
parva.

The daily activites were to be selected and
done at one’s own pace and time. The common
activities were morning prayers, lunch, afternoon
walks with P. Maa, evening prayers, dinner, and
watching the movie of Krishna, the great epic
story of the Mahabharta. For me the day began
with a little prayer, morning exercise, prayer,
lunch then personal time which | engaged in
seva if anything was needed to be done, then it
would be time to walk with P. Maa. The walks
were mainly gauged by people and the weather
around P. Maa. The daily walk duration was
about an hour. During these walks she would
ask shadhaks to share some of their
experiences so as to enrich each other’s faiths
and gain some type of momentum for one’s
sadhana. Followed by dinner and evening
prayers it was fun time to meet Kunsmama with
P. Maa amongst us where we could hear. P.Maa
brusting out into joy and laughter at the great
acting of Kunsmama.

P. Maa seemed so happy during these days.

Engaged in her own niyamas and coming
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close to accomplishing her grand task of jaaps
of many years, her vibrant, joyful, peaceful but
silent, energy seemed to be flowing out in the
vicinity. Thus, even though one did not get any
personal time with P. Maa, one still did not feel
deprived, rather we all felt very content in that
environment. Also many negative activities
seem to lose their power. They just seem to
melt away and dissolve with little or no effort on
our behalf.

Such a great environment and atmosphere!
A place where one can achieve great fruits by
minimal effort. | hope we all can go with an open
mind and let P. Maa do her work and let her
transparent energy flow into all of us. That silent
but concentrated energy has the power to
dissolve all question and problems of all sorts.
Just by inviting her into our life and letting her
become a part of us and allowing that dynamic
energy to dissipate into our nature can help us
tremendously on our journey.

Thank you Prabhuiji, for bringing P. Maa to
us. And thank you, P. Maa for allowing me to be
part of this parva.

Pranaam

Suresh, LA @
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