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“Maa—The Giver, Sacrificer,
and Unconditional Lover”

Hemali Patel
Jai Krupalu Maa.

Edwin Arlington Robinson once said, “Two
kinds of gratitude. The sudden kind we feel for
what we take, the larger kind we feel for what
we give.” when | hear this quote or ever come
across it, | think about how Maa’s life best ex-
emplifies give, and give some more. With Maa,
there is really only one kind of gratitude be-
cause even if she takes an offering from one of
her children—She immediately gives the offering
to another child-bhakta who has come to see
her. With that thought in mind, Maa GAVE us
the Van Sannidhi Parva. She organized it for us
to move along in our spiritual journey, for us to
find our inner strength, and for us to get back on
track spirtually as many of us are caught up with
school, our job, family, etc.

Along with Maa’s giving comes the infinite
sacrifices that we often overlook. Among the
many sacrifices Maa made are, her living condi-
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tions and time for her children. Before | left for
the shibir, | thought about the number of times
Maa must have gone to Van Sannidhi Parva to
make sure it was absolutely perfect for Prabhu
and for all the devotees who would be attending.
One of her many concerns for planning a perfect
shibir was her childern’s living arrangements
and entertainment. When | arrived to Van
Sannidhi Parva, my initial thought was that our
living arrangements were a bit crowded. My
thoughts soon changed...

Before arriving to the shibir, | heard that Maa
would be staying in a trailer. | thought that it was
going to be a larger, spacious trailer because it
was for Pujya Maa. When | arrived and saw the
trailer from the outside, | remember it looked
relatively large. | prayed that | would be able to
go inside and see what Maa’s living area
looked like. One right, Maa announced that ev-
eryone would be permitted. | was very excited to
see where Maa was staying. Once | entered, |
really realize how much Maa loved us. (All
mother sacrifice for their children.) The trailer
was extremely small. On average if you took 6—
8 step, you were done touring her whole living
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guarter. Maa’s bathroom/shower was incredibly
tiny. | still can’t imagine how Maa shower without
having any room to move your hands. Every
morning 2 buckets of water would have to be
brought to Maa'’s trailer. The water situation and
the electricity going out are also well worth
mentionig. Maa endured a lot in that trailer dur-
ing the 10 days, but every time you'd see her—
she’d have that same beautiful smile on her
face. | feel Maa deserves a living arrangement
far better than even a gold mansion or castle.
Maa is jagadamba Maa. Maa is God. How can
our God be living in a trailer so small with elec-
trical-water problems? Maa, time and time
again, teaches us to always look at the positive,
smile, and accept mishaps or shortcomings. |
realized after touring Maa’s trailer, my initial
thoughts of feeling it was overcrowded living in
the big hall with many other ladies and girls—
were unnecessary. | was living in luxury com-
pared to the space that my best friend, my
mother, my guru, God hersel—~Maa Sarveshwari
was.

Maa, not only sacrificed her living arrange-
ments for our happiness, but she gave all her
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time to her children. In between Satsang
Bethaks when Maa should be returing to her
trailer to finish her niyams or break her 1 or 2
days of nirjala, Maa would stay in the hall and
meet with devotees. After each Bethak, a line of
devotees would automatically form in front of
Maa. No matter who comes or goes or just
wants to talk to Maa, Maa gives that devotee all
the love, advice, or blessing they need. Even if
Maa needs to take a piece of fruit during that
time, she would sacrifice that for our happiness,
for the smile on our face. There is truly no one
like Maa—unconditionally loving, giving, and for-
ever sacrificing for others.

Aside from all the giving and sacrificing Maa
does, Maa knows just how to be the perfect en-
tertainer—-no matter what age, gender, or culture
you are. For the first time, Maa’s shibir had one
white woman attending. Maa told her that her
niyam would be a vow of silence and reading
good books. | actually had the pleasure of
speaking with her on a few occasions though.
She really felt at peace beause of her vow of si-
lence. Maa, being all-knowing, knew that was
exactly the niyam that would help her at that mo-
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ment in time. For the few young children who
were present, Maa played dodge ball with them.
Maa is aware that most children can not focus
on praying for 5 hours straight— so dodge ball
with Pujya Maa it was!

Maa’s enthusiasm, running around, throwing
a beach ball-were definitely a sight to see. I'll
never forget Maa’s young—at—heart nature. For
the women present, Maa would always have
time set aside for garba. Not only did she set
aside time for it, she was present every time—for
up to 2 hours at a time. Last but not least, Maa,
made sure the men could enjoy playing vollyball
in the beautiful weather. Maa encouraged the
women also to play vollyball, which many of us
willingly took part in. Maa, what can | say? we all
love you for being you, for coming on this earth
to guide us, motivate us, and we ask that you
take us back to where we came from—Heaven.

Van Sannidhi Parva was located in New
Hope, Pennsylvania. The shibir’s gift from Maa
was the town’s name—New Hope. Each of the
bhaktas or devotees who attended was to take
home “New Hope” or revive their faith. Maa,
honestly, you revive my faith every time | meet
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you—-whether through pranaam, yoga, answered
prayers. Thank you for all that you do for not only
me, but the whole world, universe—for only you
could do all of this. | offer my endless pranaam
to you—creator of all.

Martin Luther king. Jr. once said, “Life’s most
urgent question is: What are you doing for oth-
ers?” When taking Mr. King’s question into con-
sideration, | realized Maa gives each of her chil-
dren—-EVERYTHING. Maa give us a complete
first—aid SURVIVAL kit— alcohol wipes (clean-
ing or forgiving our sins and leading us to the
positive, clean, pure path), medication or lotion
to apply (her teaching that teach us how to live
not only a good spiritual life, but how to live life
in general), bandaids (her powerful, nuturing
words of encouragement and sympathy that
coat anything negative or displeasing environ-
ment or situation), and of coursem a lollipop for
each patient (her abundant—giving nature, her
prashad that keeps us energized, smilling, and
acts as a form of healing). Maa, our prayer is:
remind us that your survival kit in our heart at all
times—you are truly the only one that COM-

PLETES us.
L —
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