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Everyday, & Sunset

Pooja

Van Vishram 2010 is taking place at a
cottage in Peterborough whose backyard leads
into a beautiful lake. Everyday, like clockwork.
Being in the presence of Maa and witnessing
the sunset everyday has truly been a priceless
experience for me.

The sunsets of Peterborough were like
nothing | have ever seen before. Like this
sunsets, Maa has continuously shed her light for
her children allowing them to chose the correct
path to walk on. Everyday there were different
colors in the sky. No two sunsets were ever the
same. Similarly, when has any experience with
Maa ever been like the previous? Maa is
constantly teaching us new lessons, showing us
new paths, and remodeling our old views. Last
year when | attended Van Vishram in
Peterborough, my experience was completely
different from this year. That's just the beauty of
knowing Maa and being with her. You will never
get bored or feel as if you already know what

S 3 ALY

she is telling you—-there is always something
new to learn, different approaches to viewing
things, and new experiences to gain.

Just as we see a new beauty in the each
sunset every evening, | recognized the
uniqueness of each experience with Maa. Every
day, every moment with Maa is an opportunity to
learn and grow. However, we all need that slight
nudge to go and experience the beauty that is
constantly surrounding us. For example, |
probably would not have thought to sit on the
deck and watch the sunset every evening. |
would have seen it a day or two, appreciated it,
and then forgotten or thought it not important to
see it everyday. However, everyday without fail,
Maa would stop Prarthna, her own Jaap, or
anything we may be to doing to tell us to go see
the sunset. Without that small nudge, | would not
have thought to witness the sunset every
evening. Ofcourse we are always thanking Maa
for the big things in life, but it is important to
open our eyes to all the small ways she takes
care of us too. Just as the sun lights up the
entire world and gives us the day, Maa is
always shedding light on simple things—and the
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more important—everyday.

Along with the sunset, a family of ducks
would visit the Van Vishram site daily. Never
having lived near a body of water, the only
ducks | had ever seen were at the zoo. This was
the first time was able to see them in their
natural habitat. Everyday, a line of duckings
headed in the front and end by a parent would
come to feed on the backyard lawn. Like any
parents, these ducks were worried for their
children’s protection, so they put themselves at
the front to lead them in the right path and at
end to make sure they were all following.
Similarly, Maa has surrounded us with herself.
She is in the front of the line, leading us in the
right direction. At the same time, she is at the
end of the line making sure we have not trailed
off the path and are still following her. The
ducklings blindly follow their parents and
constantly protected, given shelter and food.
Likewise, being in Maa’s path has only brought
good. Following Maa has never—and never will—
result in anything bad. Sometimes, we'd see
some more adults scattered between the lines
of ducks. In this same manner Maa is always

1< ARYLH

calling us to her to reinforce her previously
instilled thoughts. She knows we are naive little
duckings and will need the proper guidance in
order to refrain from straying away. Another
thing about the ducks was that there were
always more and more ducklings as each day
went by. | counted around 25 ducklings the first
day, the third or fourth day there were about 32,
and on the last evening | counted 37.

Notice, the number did not get smaller. This
perfectly relates to Maa’s ability to attract and
keep people on the path she has laid for us.
People never leave Maa-only more people
come and join.

Times spent with Maa are always unique,
amazing and priceless. Each experience is
different from the last and nobody ever wants to
leave. | am ever so grateful to be a small
ducking following the path of Maa and being
able to witness her great sunsets as often as

possible.
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Van Vishram, 2010, Canada

— Bindiya, CA

Jai Krupalu Maa

Om Maa Prabhu

05/08/10

P. Maa

Jai Krupalu Maa. How can | begin to thank
you for this indescribable spiritual journey | had
this last week at Van Vishram?

My soul has been sitting in this body for 25
years wanting me to find its own strength and
waiting for me to realize it's complexity. Never
had | allowed myself time to do deep soul
searching to help me come closer to God. Maa
Prabhu you have made it so easy for me.
Thank—-you. For setting up an atmosphere in
which | was allowed to begin quenching my
souls thirst for finding/reaching God in only 7
days. | truly would not have been able to find this
side of me if it hadn’t been for your krupa on
me. Thank you Maa Prabhu for eternity!

| feel as if | have a new, clearer perpective

R0 ANEYLH

on life. Maa Prabhu, thank—you for requiring us
to do daily niyams because they showed me
that engaging in religious activities can be so
simple and beneficial especially when you make
a Schedule. Abiding to my niyam and doing
other activities truly to me into a systematic rou-
tine that | choose to follow when | am at home. |
have learned so much more about Prabhu &
P.Maa, but | learned so much about myself. |
learned my strengths, weakness, joys and have
begun to find my inner peace. | owe this to you
P.Maa

My last day at Van Vishram has come so
fast. The only thing | can think of is when will | be
so blessed to receive your darshan again?

Pujya Maa | pray | can become so strong
spiritually that | can always remember you are
always with me in even the toughest times in
life. Please keep me at your lotus feet.

Jai Krupalu Maa

Bindiya Bhakta

(Anaheim, California, USA)
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