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Youth Speeches

Hemali

Jai Krupalu MAA. | met MAA in 2005 in
Brownsville, Texas. | had many questions for
MAA because | had heard from a friend that she
does not eat grains or speak, and only takes
milk and fruit every other day. | thought that was
impossible especially because | wanted to be in
the medical field so | just to see it with my
owneyes! When | went to my first satsang, | saw
she took such good care of the kids because
she had everything read or spoken in Gujrati
translated into English. | think mostly everyone is
attracted to MAA because of the uncoditional
love she gives to each one of us. For me, | think
MAA just did her magic; | did not have to do
anything. MAA said, “Do you consider MAA your
friend?” | said, “Yes.” Maa said, “How do you
keep in touch with your good friends?” | said, “I
call them, visit them, or email them.” MAA asked
me again, “Is MAA your friend?” and | said yes.
This meant | would have to call or visit Maa from
now on! And so, our bond or connection began.
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Some of the advice she initally gave me was if
you ever want to call MAA just do 11 pranams.
There are time when you meet someone and
you just know that there is something there—
that's exactly how | felt with MAA!

I’'m currently studying at Texas Women'’s Uni-
versity in Houston and doing my masters in Oc-
cupational Therapy. Why do | like coming to
MAA? Why do | go to India? Why do | come to
Canada? Maa is eveything for me—she is my
mom, my dad, my God, my friend; and, when-
ever | need anything all | have to do is pray and |
get the answer. When the right time and mo-
ment is there she just give the answer. MAA's
playful nature when she throws candy to her
childern, who would do this? | remember when |
was younger, saints would come to our house
and before leaving ask for momey/a donation.
Sometime what you offered just didn't seem
enough to the saint. so they would ask for more!
MAA is the first person I've seen that when you
give a donation to her, she will tell you exactly
where or how their money was spent, and what-
ever that is left over she gives back to us. That
is one really noble aspect about MAA, she

1Y ANYLH

keeps track of every minute detail as we see,
not only in the Satkarmas or donations but in
her diary!

One message I've learned from MAA through
doing satkarma in India is MAA teaches us to
serve with our own two hands, see where your
money is donated—basically, see it for yourself,
and | think that kind of opportunity could have
only be given by MAA. You realize that MAA is
behind every step in the donation process and
planning—from setting up camps on dates that
are in accordance to the schedule of the dona-
tor to calulating the cost of each individual
camp. She makes sure everything is running
smoothly; and she is the one that is up the
whole night before, the one standing during the
whole event/satkarma, and the last one to sleep!
I've had the opportunity to see various camps
including eye camps, medical camps, food
camps, and camps for school children. A few
aspects that remain costant are Maa’s costant
involvement, energy, and love.

Another reason why | love going see MAA in
India is Swargarohan. One particular part of
Swargarohan to note is the Kutiya. The Kutiya is
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powerful. Many people have prayed there and
experienced that if one prays whole—heartedly,
he or she will definitely get the answer. I've had
personal experience where | have prayed there
and the next day my prayer was answered and
sometime even in a matter of a few minutes or
hours! It could be even a simple prayer like: |
want to ride in MAA’s car. Over time I've real-
ized, it's not just the kutiya, but anywhere you
are—your prayers will be answered beause we
have MAA in our lives, She’s always with us.
protecting us, and listening to our prayers. Go-
ing to MAA is like an innate thing. You meet
MAA and you just want to go to her. The love
she gives you is something you cannot replace
and you keep craving, just like little kids crave
chocolate. It's MAA’s love, her teachings, and
the attention she gives us. just by simple having
her darshan we are attaining everything. My
prayer is that may we all keep getting MAA's
darshan and we continue to put into practice the
teaching MAA has given us. Jai Krupalu MAA.

Rakhiben

We've all known MAA since we were very
little. We grew up with Yogeshwarji and MAA
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Prabhu. Every time satsang would happen. We
would be in the front playing and taking candy.
From the beginging we've had great teaching
by MAA about respecting our elders, respecting
ourselves, and cultural values. These are still in-
stilled in us; and, we are grateful for MAA.

MAA has always been there for us, a phone
call away, a letter away or via someone else.
MAA will always get to you, when you are having
a rough time or need some advice Pujya Maa
always has opprtunities for young children and
adults to go on yatras and to do mantra jaaps
with her. | feel very blessed to have Pujya MAA
in my life. There are times when you need stuff,
and MAA is there.

(~to be continued)

e
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21 Days in Bliss

Gopi Bhakta

Jai Krupalu MAA

Bliss —to be in a complete state of mental
and emotional happiness. Everyday is Bliss
when | am with MAA.

| am sitting in a plane heading to Chicago
from Toronto. It is still on the ground as final
checks are being made on the air—craft. The
seat next to mine is empty, but MAA, | feel your
presence is there. You are my omnipresent
friend who will never leave me and will con-
stantly guide me silently through Your infinite
miracles, one after another. My past 21 days
with You flew by in a finger snap. Hours, days,
and dates are a blur when in Your physical pres-
ence MAA. Day after day teach us how to be-
come better human beings, how to help other,
how to come closer to Prabhu, and how to ap-
preciate everyone and everything around us.

There are so many memories and lessons |
have received and learned from You in these
past 3 weeks, | do not know where to begin.
You taught me that in this world, everyone can
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live without us. Your best friend, father, sibling,
husband and wife can all eat, sleep, and go
places without you. So why become so attached
to them? Love them and care for them, but do
not think they can not live without you. When
your time is up in this world and you are lying in
a coffin, no one is going to volunteer to come
with you. No one on this Earth belongs to some-
one. We are all on our own journey.

Before we came to the Ennismore/
Peterbrough cottage, we were told that this time
the rules are very strict, because our focus
should be on sadhana. When 1| first came,
throughout the daytime, the youth were all focus-
ing on niyams only. A few days later MAA told us
to reduce our niyams. She told us we are on va-
cation and should read religious/spiritual books
and not to be so serious with our niyams. We
could change our niyams weekly if we wanted to
also. MAA even bought us plastic balls to play
games outside, She told every one of all ages
in the house to bounce the ball least 2—3 min-
utes a day to exercise our arms. Even though
there was a rule of no eating from 12—-4pm,
MAA spoiled us after night satangs with fruits
and ice cream. MAA You yourself do no eat, but
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You never let Your children go to sleep hungry.
We had the privilege to go on walks with
MAA. She would put her iPod in her jacket
pocket and listen to classical music as we
walked all the way to the Gail Park street en-
trance. On our way back MAA would have a few
individulas tell the group an experience or a
time their prayers were heard. | feel MAA has us
share not only for all Her children to connect, but
to build our faith stronger in MAA—Prabhu and
to show us the miracle of prayers. Listening to
other’s experience with MAA—Prabhu makes
me realize that MAA has impacted every single
devotee in some way. In episode 6 of Ramand
Sagar’s Sai Baba says, to come closer to God
one must have 2 main things: faith in God and
patience in God to get your prayers answered.
One day when we were walking back, there
laid a squirrel which was run—-over. When we
came back to the cottage MAA asked if we had
seen the dead animal. She said whenever we
see an animal on the road like that: fold our
hands and pray to Prabhu for its soul to get
peace. MAA is every ones! MAA is not only
cares for her childern, but anything living. She
teaches us to respect any non-living thing also;
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such as, never to push or shove things with our
feet. MAA has taught us we should respect even
our dirty clothes. We tend to throw them into the
hamper in no particular order, but MAA teaches
us that we should fold them and place them
properly. Since 2007 Dashrath Yatra | have
taken this into my daily life.

MAA cherishes each and every creation of
Hers. This year many families of Canadian
Geese, including their goslings, come into the
backyard of the cottage, to feed on grass and
roots. Every time they come in the backyard,
MAA sends Shipraben or Nirumasi to tell every-
one in the house to watch from the balcony or
through the windows. She was even inspired to
write a pad after seeing them one day. A mother
always feels satisfaction when she watches her
childern eat. MAA is exactly the same. She sac-
rifices Her appetite, but will be so happy to see
Her Children eat. In between prarthnas around
8:30pm, MAA sends another message fo all to
go outside and see the sunset. Everyday MAA
paints a new miraculous sunset on Her canvas
sky. MAA teaches us to see beauty around us
and to become less ivolved in ourselves or oth-
ers. We all live a hectic and busy life at home.
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No one at home is living on a lake—front with
greenery everywehere with water sparkling from
the reflection of the beautiful colors of the sun-
set. MAA wants us to see Prabhu’s hand in ev-
erything! She gives all credit for any small doing
to Prabhu,never once saying | did this. Why
can't we start giving credit to MAA—Prabhu
also?

MAA You are the utmost perfect role model.
Your action and words are perfection! We are
so grateful to have You in our lives, but some-
times | think we unworthy of Your divine physical
presence. You have so much patience with each
of Your children, even if we keep slipping off the
main road. If you did not bring us to You in this
life, we all would be in a completely opposite di-
rection in terms of eating habits and social-life.
| pray that every life—time you always bring us to
you. You are the One and Only that will never
leave us. My dad always tells me, “Just hold on
to the end of MAA’s sari and never let go.” MAA
please give me that strength to hold on. Please
give me unfaltering love and faith which will
keep me at Your lotus feet always and forever.

Jai Krupalu MAA.
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