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Everyday, a Sunset

Pooja Bhakta

Van Vishram 2010 is taking place at a cot-
tage in Peterborough whose backyard leads
into a beautiful lake. Everyday, Maa asks us to
sit and watch the sunset, The sun’s radiat
beauty lights up the entire world everyday like
clockwork. Being in the presence of Maa and
witnessing the sunset everyday has truly been a
priceless experience for me.

The sunsets of Peterborough were like noth-
ing | have ever seen before. Like these sunset,
Maa has continuously shed her light for children
allowing them to chose the correct path to walk
on. Everyday there were different colors in the
sky. No two sunset were ever the same. Simi-
larly, when has any experience with Maa ever
been like previous? Maa is constantly teaching
us new lessons, showing us new paths, and re-
modeling our old views. Last year when | at-
tended Van Vishram in Peterbrough, my
exprience was completely different from this
year. That’s just the beauty of knowing Maa and
being with her. You will never get bored or feel
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as if you already know what she is telling you—
there is always something new to learn, different
approaches to viewing things, and new experi-
ence to gain.

Just as we see a new beauty in the each
sunset every evening, | recognized the unique-
ness of each experience with Maa. Every day,
every moment with Maa is an opportunity to
learn and grow. However, we all need that slight
nudge to go and experience the beauty that is
constantly surrounding us. For example, | prob-
ably would not have throught to sit on the deck
and watch the sun set every evening. | would
have seen it a day or two, appreciated it, and
forgotten or thought it not important to see it ev-
eryday. However, everyday without fail, Maa
would stop Prathna, her own Jaap, or anything
we may be doing to tell us to go and see the
sun set. Without that small nudge, | would not
have thought to witness the sun set every
evening. Of course we are always thanking Maa
for the big thing in life, but it is important to
open our eyes to all the small ways she takes
care of us too. Just as the sun lights up the en-

1R ALY

tire world and gives us the day, Maa is always
shedding light on simple things—and the more
important—everyday.

Along with the sunset, a family of ducks
would visit the Van Vishram site daily. Never
having lived near a body of water, the only
ducks | had ever seen were at the zoo. This was
the first time was able to see them in their natu-
ral habitat. Everyday a line of ducklings, headed
in the front end by a parent, would come to feed
on the backyard lawn. Like any parents, these
ducks were worried for their children’s protec-
tion, so they put themselves at the front to lead
them in the right path and at the end to make
sure they were all following. Similarly, Maa has
surrounded us with herself. She is in the front of
the line. leading us in the right direction. At the
same time, she is at the end of the line making
sure we have not trailed off the path and are still
following her. The ducklings blindly follow their
parents and are constantly, given shelter and
food. Likewise, being in Maa’s path has only
brought good. Following Maa has never—and—
never will-result in anything bad. Sometimes,
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we’'d see some more adults scattered beween
the lines of ducks. In this same manner Maa is
always calling us to her reinforce her previously
instilled thoughts. She knows we are naive little
ducklings and will need the proper guidance in
order to refrain from staying away. Another thing
about the ducks was that there were always
more and more ducklings as each day went by. |
counted around 25 ducklings the first day, the
third or fourth day there were about 32, and on
the last evening | counted 37.

Notice the number did not get smaller. This
perfectly relates to Maa’s ability to attract and
keep people on the path she laid out for us.
People never leave Maa—only more and more
people come and join.

Times spent with Maa are always unique,
amazing, and priceless. Each experience is dif-
ferent from the last and nobody ever wants to
leave. | am ever so grateful to be a small duck-
ling following the path of Maa and being able to
witness her great sunset as often as possible.

Puja Bhakta

June 2010.

¥ AURYLH
Van Vishram

Dinaben, LA

Aum Maa Prabhu Pranam

May 16-21

Van Vishram 2010

Shanti! Shanti! Shanti! Where would we find
shanti like this at Van Vishram. A place where
you hardly get to see anybody around. In Van
Vishram with Pujya Maa’s presence and spiri-
tual vibrations who would want to be anywhere
else. The quiet atmosphere the still waters and
Pujya Maa’s presence. Everything is so still,
nothing moves nor does time. There is only
time, time, and time to do nothing but sadhana.

Sadhana at Van Vishram is a means to re-
lease all our worldly stress. Even if our thoughts
bring us back to our daily lives, we have the
ability to forget them. Doing sadhana by water-
front is like bathing in the Ganga River and
washing away our sins. In this instance it is
Pujya Maa who is helping us wash our sins with
sadhana.

The light reflecting off the water is like to-
wards your sadhana that you carry with you al-
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ways. The waves comeing and going are like
the ups and downs in our lives, but we must not
let that affect our sadhana. Walks in the quiet
with nature’s music around us, makes you want
to just be still sing within yourself. Just be in the
quiet and stillness of the Van vishram makes
you want to hold onto you mind’s peace and for-
get any other presence in your life.

Pujya Maa has made this possible and
memorable for me so | would really like to thank
Pujya Maa from the bottom of my heatrt.

Your daughter & friend,

Dina LA
JTT>
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