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| realise—giving makes a true life

Sejal Bhakta

Jai Krupalu Maa,

The first time | meet was in Kapura when |
was 10 year old. | was in India with my parents
visiting my cousins and heard that Maa was
right there in Kapura. So my parents and | went
to see her. | was so excited because | had
heard from so many people that MAA was a
great spirital teacher. The thought of actually
meeting her seemed like a dream come true.
The minute | met MAA, she gave me blessings,
love, and filled my pockets with candy. Her gen-
erosity was phenomenal. MAA reached out and
showed me love, compassion and comfort.
MAA wrote a letter to me encouraging me to
become closer to her and learn her teachings.
That letter made an unforgettable impression on
me!

A few year later, | found out that MAA was in
California where 1 lived, to | started going to
Satsungs where | received blessings and be-
come attached to her. That is when | knew she
was my guru.

1€ ALY

Over the year, as | became busier with
school and friends, | drifted away from MAA-but
she was always there for me in good times and
bad. My cousin Bindiya told me that MAA had
started camps in Swargarohan in India, where
she helped children and adults who were in
need. Bindiya said that | should travel to experi-
ence MAA's remarkable camps. The first thing
that | thought | would have another chance to be
closer to MAA again and learn more about her
values and principles. In the December of 2009,
| arranged a trip to India to experience
Swargarohan and met MAA again. This was my
chance to liveMAA’'s message of unconditional
and selfless love; helping childern and
adult(something that | had always wanted to do,
but didn’t exactly know how).

When | arrived at MAA's camp, | began help-
ing by giving water, providing basic needs and
even adopting a child for few minutes. These
small but significant tasks change my percep-
tion of life completely. You don’'t even realize you
are hungry, tired or anything because you are
only thinking of is others.

The few days | spent there in Swargarohan
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was an experience. | got to participate in the
Anaj and Vastra Vitaran(food and clothes donat-
ing) camp, and | witnessed the gratitude of
those who saw what MAA had given. To us, they
were just basic goods that we take for granted,;
but for these children and adults and, they were
precious gifts! To see the smile on their faces
showed how thankful they were for what they
had been given. | am so grateful that | got to ex-
perience such a wonderful feeling in this heav-
enly atmosphere. MAA sets an example of total
selflessness; MAA is strong and giving—always
putting the needs of others before herself. At the
same time she makes us strong and teaches us
to value little things which can bring us happi-
ness.

My last day in Swargarohan was unforget-
table. | found out that MAA was ill and wouldn’t
be participating in the event. However, when
MAA heard we were leaving, even though she
wasn't feeling well, she made the effort to come
and give us her blessing. Once again, MAA had
touched my heart! She showed me how much
she cared for us. Not only did we receive her
blessings but we also received prasad and

1< ARYLH

memories that will last forever!

MAA is not just a spiritual soul but a friend, a
mother and our strength—-MAA symbolizes all
these qualities. The experience with MAA influ-
enced me and how | see my responsibilities to
others. As Winston Churchill once said, “We
make a living by what we get, but we make a
life by what we give.”

Jai Krupula Maa.
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Experience at Swargarohan: a
Memory for life time

Jai Krupalu Maa, — Priya Bhakta

Where to begin when talking about my trip to
Swargarohan, no one word could describe how
one feels when inside those gates. There is so
much to see, learn and experience all by the
grace of Maa. | was very fortunate to take part
in all the Satkrma camps and | am forever
gratefull. | was very hesitant in coming as | got
sick the night before coming to Swargarohan
However, that all disappeared the minute | got
there. | later realised that Maa was sick and |
felt that she took my sickness away so that |
could enjoy my stay there, which she fully fulfilled
beyond expectation. | have never been a part of
something so meaningful as to that of the Sat
karma camps. Never have | seen extreme pov-
erty on a first hand base and | can't put into
words how | felt each and everyday | saw the
faces of the people that came there. Each face
told a story of it's own but all shared the com-
mon story of being less fortunate. Just to be

R0 ANEYLH

given daily essentials like a towel or food meant
the world to these people. This experience has
taught me to value all that | have and not take
anything for granted. | want to thank everyone at
Swargarohan for welcoming me with open arms
and for there amazing hospitality. 1 would also
especially like to thank Maa for giving me the
opportunity to be a part of something so spe-
cial. 1 hope to return to Swargarohan soon, ev-
ery year would be great! Thank you Maa forever
I will remember my experience at Swargarohan.

Jai Krupalu Maa
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Maa gave us Opportunity

—Ujval Patel

Jai Krupalu Maa. First and foremost, | would
like to thank MAA for giving me the opportunity
to participate in this 10 day satkarma program. |
know as well as everone else that a 10 day
satkarma does not mean 10 days of work.
There are many preparation that take place
beforehand and MAA supervises all these tasks.
Creating banners, checking up on shipments on
grains, towels, and blankets, decorating
Swargarohan, surveying the less fortunate, and
registering each guest that stays at
Swargarohan are only a few tasks MAA does.
Without MAA none of this would be possible.

MAA came into my life in 2005. When | met
MAA for the first time | did not know there was a
Swargarohan in india, nor did I know what the
meaning of faith was. | also did not know
Prabhu had done years of meditation, maala,
and prayer for us to be blessed to have MAA in
our life. Many saints come and go in the U.S. for
various reasons. Whether it is to collect a
donation or spread the teaching of Hinduism,
MAA’s vibrations were stronger and deeper
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than anything | have felt. At that time | did not
know what was happening, but | do now. Maa
was doing Magic! What kind of Magic? Magic
that instills “sanskar” with MAA’s love. Typically
the “sanskar” that our parents give us are
difficult to maintain living in the U.S.

In the same sense you restart a computer,
MAA restarted me at the age of 20. After the
restart | never needed to purchase on upgrade,
because each time | visited MAA she had a
new chip ready for me. The first chip MAA gave
me was the chip of Pranam. Pranam is a mean
of prayer in which MAA taught me. Pranam has
a significant impact on me because when | met
MAA | had the opportunity to do pranam with
MAA for several weeks each morning. This
allowed me to appreciate and carry out pranam.

The second chip MAA gave me was the chip
of bawnii and bhajans. Being brought up in the
U.S. and not speaking Gujarati often made
learning bhajans difficult, but with the blessing of
MAA | was able to learn them within a year.

The third chip MAA gave me was the power
in faith and prayer. Maa has taught me that each
and every prayer is heard. Let Prabhu worry
about it, you just keep the prayer and faith
growing.
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The fourth chip MAA gave me was the art of
giving to others. This has had a significant
influence on me because the way MAA
presented this concept. MAA said whenever you
give, bow down and do a pranam because
without this person you would not have the
ability to give. In addition, the happiness you get
when you give outweighs the happiness you get
when receiving.

There is a quote by Mortimer Adler that
states, “The purpose of learning is growth, and
our minds, unlike our bodies, can continue
growing as long as we live.” With that said |
pray that MAA continue to keep upgrading each
and every one of us with chips so that we may
learn to live a better spiritual life and benefit
others.

Jai Krupalu Maa
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Without Maa’s blessings, My
trip to India—not possible

Jai Krupalu Maa, —Bhavisha Bhakta

Frist of all | want to sincerely give many,
many thanks to Maa for giving me the greatest
spiritual experience ever. | gained many great
memories during my first stay at Swargarohan
and come back to the States with a stronger will
to better myself as a person. Before December
2009 there were many things | did not know and
had done: the meaning of “satkarma”, hiked
through mountains and “khetars”, attended late
night musical extravaganzas, played an Om
Maa version of Simon Says with little “darinder
narayans’ or climbed up a huge rock to play
garba and watch the winter stars. Now two
mouths later | fondly look back and can definitely
say | have done all of the above, plus sooo
much more!

My trip to India would have not been
possible without Maa’s blessings, so thank you
so much Maa! | enjoyed my stay at
Swargarohan and meeting so many awesome
people, both Indian and American residents. All |
will pray for now is the capability to do even
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more and have the oppurtunity to consistently
come back to Ambaiji.

Pranaam Maa,

Jai Krupalu Maa,
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