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No matter how high the
Divine exists

Hemali Patel

No matter how high the Divine exists, For
His children He will bow down, Grasp our hand,
and take us high.” —Maa Sarveshwari

July 5" Our “Make—up” Gurupurnima—Many
of the children did nirjala (no water, no food for
24 hours and completed 1000 pranams! We
also began preparing for a surprise natak (play)
and dance for Maa.)

July 6": The youth performed a play from
“Steps to Eternity’ (Prabhuji's Autobiography in
English). The play reenacted several scenes
from his time as manager at Devkibai's
Dharmashala. Maa was very pleased with the
youth’s peformance, and added “This is the first
time any of Prabhuji’s life events have been per-
formed in English.” She further encouraged us
by stating, “Write 108 more plays like this! After
the play, the youth performed a patriotic dance
Vande Mataram in which we offered pranams to
Maa throughout the dance. Maa was so
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pleased she stated, “Although the youth from
Canada and America were not born in India, no
one would be able to tell after viewing such a
performance!”™

Over the past two weeks, | have been really
curious how to talk to God; but more so | have
been intrigued by how God responds back to
us. | read a small book by paramahansa
Yoganada called How You Can Talk With
God. The book states that God is moved by
LOVE. If we pray with feeling or unconditional
love, God will answer. The book also gives an
example of a small child calling for his mother.
The mother gives a toy to comfort the child, but
the child refues to be comforted by a toy. The
child continues to cry util his mother comes. In
the same way, if we want to know God, we have
to remember that Maa was constantly with us
during the yatra as we received numerous
phone calls throughout the day. On one Occa-
sion, we were at a restaurant waiting for our
food, and Maa called and told us to do garba
while we waited! There are truly no limits to
where or when to do garba! We have actually
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done garba every night while being in Marberly.
Maa has also given us ice cream prasad every
night! Our yatra was coming to an end, but Maa
was waiting for our arrival outside Nadubhavan
with the bhaktas at Van Vishram. They were do-
ing garba in front of the house, and some
bhaktas were holding bowls with prasad. All of
us young girls did garba to Maa and Prabhuji’s
bavani while the young boys played instruments
and sang at the top of their lungs! After garba,
Maa told the aunties to bring ice cream for ev-
eryone!

Thank you, For giving all of us opportunity to
be a part of the youth yatra. We all hope you
continue to be with us in the “yatra of life.” We
also can't wait for our next youth yatra next June
in Alaska!

be like crying baby-be persistent and your
only comfort is in God. IF you make up your
mind to cry or keep praying until you can talk to
God, you will eventually receive a response from
God. After reading this book, I've been praying
a few different prayers.

1. | have been asking to fully surrender to
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MAA. Never have even the slightest doubt in a
prayer.

2. Pass my Occupational Therapy board
exam (I get my result in 3 days!)

3. Maa, always be with me, and make sure |
offer everything | have to you.

On July 7, during the evening satsang | be-
gan to Pray in my head “Maa, help me pass my
test. I'm completely surrendering to you. Guide
me in the right direction | need to go.” | look di-
rectly at Maa, and Maa looked at me and nod-
ded. Tears began to fall down my face. | could
just feel that she was listening to my thoughts.
Maa truly knows everything, and she takes away
any worries. Maa is my God, and | know she will
always take care of me. Pranam, Maa.

On july 8. | decided | wanted to do my
pranam facing Maa’s room so | went outside. |
had about 350 pranams left to do, and while in
the silence of Mother Nature, | began to sing
dhoons while doing pranam. | was simulta-
neously praying that Maa comes outside on her
balcony for atleast a second before my last
pranam. | had approximately 25 pranams left
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and Maa came walking from the other house
back to Nandubhavan. | had no idea that Maa
was never in her room, but the one thing | did
realize is that MAA listened to my prayer, and
made it back before | completed my last
pranam. Maa saw me doing pranams in the
grass, and Maa peaked her sidways so | could
see her. She smiled, and | couldn’t help but
smile back. My heart was filled with complete
happiness and love. Maa is ALWAYS listening
to me—-no matter where she is—she can hear
me, & she WILL answer back. Thank you, Maa.
Pranam Maa.

| am so fortunate to have you in my life, and
hope you continue to work through me, Maa. |
hope to make you proud every day. | pray that |
may become pure, positive, loving and forgiving
like you. Thank you for allowing me to attend
Van Vishram and the youth yatra. | Pray that you
keep calling me to you, and that | may be able
to continuously talk to you no matter where | am.

Jai Krupalu Maa.

Pranam Maa.

Your child forever,

Hemali.
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