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Pujya Maa’s Darshan July 2011

Pratik Smart

For the past many years it has become a
habit for us, to expect and get “Pujya Maa’s”
darshan during summer in the U.S.A. This is
particularly for devotees living close to New Jer-
sey and it is true for other states in the USA in
case “Pujya Maa” travelled to those areas. This
has been a thoughtless process from our side.
Some sort of right that paid no attention to any-
one else but “Me”. As long as | got “Maa’s”
darshan there was peace within as if a parched
throat was given some water to drink. Those
summer months would be spent in Satsang and
Shibirs. No other thought would cross my mind
during those times.

This year “Pujya Maa” had different plans.
Right from beginning of the year we were get-
ting news that “Pujya Maa”was not planning on
travelling to the USA. The news took away the
happiness of anticipating “Pujya Maa” arrival. |
shuddered at the thought of not getting “Pujya
Maa” darshan this year. A quiet melancholy
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broke into our house and then there were
throughts that made plans of a different kind.

“Can we travel to India to get Pujya Maa’s
darshan this summer?”

“Can | leave a message at Swargarohan,
praying Maa for her darshan?”

“Should we talk Vinod Kaka to see if the
news is true, but how should we contact him?”

A summer without Pujya Maa was unthink-
able. We could do nothing but blame our fate as
we waited for months to pass buy. This was in
hope that “Pujya Maa” would change her plans
and surprise us all. April and May walked by
and there were no signs of “Pujya Maa”. Evi-
dently even the months had no control over the
issue and how could they? “Pujya Maa” has her
own divine designs and only she knew of the
possibilities. There was no way anyone or any-
thing would know of her plans. For the first time |
was thinking about something that was always
taken up for granted. The sigh grew into deeper,
quieter introspections. More questions about
myself and more action plans came within me
during those two months.

RE ALY

“I am not qualified enough to understand
“Pujya Maa’s” motives, to know her or to ask for
her darshan in the given circumstances.”

“I must pray more vehemently in hope of re-
ceiving her grace and mercy.”

“I am receiving what | deserve. | must work
on becoming more worthy to be able to get her
attention”

“I must have done things incorrectly during
the year and hence | will have to pay the price
by not receiving her darshan that | wanted to get
so much.”

These and many such thoughts kept pilling
up in my mind. This weight wthin me could re-
duce, only by submitting myself to her will. | real-
ized that whatever she does is for my benefit
and that | must dovetail my thoughts to her will.
Very soon | was finding refuge in Prayers.

“Pujya Maa’has ways to put many such
thoughts into pure action. The grace and mercy
of this divine Mother is insurmountable. All her
action gifts for others. Taking pain upon herself
she provids others what they may have never
expected to see or experience. Her actions be-
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come gifts of joy that last within a person for-
ever. Her ways remove the burden from the
mind and bring back pleasure that a soul craves
for within. On the 23" of June, 2011 we got to
know that “Pujya Maa” was in the USA. She had
heard the prayers of so many devotees and be-
ing benevolent she decided to surprise us all
with the gift of a lifetime. The possibility of get-
ting “Pujya Maa’s” durshan had now become a
reality her mercy. The agony within the mind had
disappeared and was replaced with more faith,
love and respect for “Pujya Maa”. These two
months made me realize the importance of
“Maa” in my life. It made me want to be more
thankful to her and for everything she does for
our life. It has made me become more wary of
her presence in my life and the pain that comes
up on thinking of a moment without her. | can
only pray that she adorn our lives with her pres-
ence, in this manner, forever.
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VanParva—2007

In continuation of the last issue
Nithi Bhatt

In the article Van Parva, 2007, (Page 13 of
August, 2011 issue) the subtitle of the article “a
good piece of literary talent” has been misplaed
in the first line after the word exhilatering, which
does not make any sence. The mistake of the
printer is regretted)  Editor

It is a great fortune to be with MAA during
the auspicious times of Navaratri. It is right said
that good luck is nothing more than a marriage
of preparation with opportunity. Our preparation
is to find time out busy lives and attend such
Shibirs, which provide a good opportunity for us
to dedicate sometime engaging ourselves in
spiritual activities. When the divine intersection
of this auspicious festival with the presence of
MAA takes place, Garba is sure to follow. We
all enjoyed playing Garbe on dhuns and
bavanis of MAA and Prabhu.

Just as Lord Krishna used to play pranks
with the Gopis in Vrindavan, MAA also kept us
quite engaged with her unique way of perform-
ing Leelas. During the Shibir, MAA once took us

yo BRYLH

to the bank of the nearby lake. It was an exquis-
ite combination of divinity with nature, the two
holy mothers in whose lap we always feel se-
rene and relaxed. MAA held a Q & A session
that lasted for about 30 minutes and provided a
good platform for the devotees to ask questions
pertaining to different facets of life get their
doubts clarified.

The evenings were usually spent in chanting
the different chapters of shri Yogeshwar
Leelamurt. MAA always strives for the better-
ment and upliftment of her children. She always
stresses on chanting the name of the almighty
and doing activities to please the almighty es-
pecially during such auspicious times. By using
wonderful analogies, she conveys her mes-
sages in an effective way. She gave a very
good example of a lotus flower who opens its
petals every morning upon the first rays of the
sun. In a similar way we all have to move for-
ward and put diligent efforts to make progress
in our life while carrying out worldly activites. It is
true that sometimes we get so much deeply en-
grossed in our day to day lives and eventually
get stressed out during which such shibirs come
to our rescue and rejuvenate us.

Two very important points that MAA ex-
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pressed during the Shibir were to respect every-
one around us including the elements and to
take every situation positively without complain-
ing too much about it. Since it was the onset of
all season, temperaturs in the east coast start
setting down. The Shibir site was very windy
and chilly. MAA said that wind and cold are the
two guests everyone has to welcome willingly or
unwillingly. They are waiting outside the Satsag
Hall to greet everyone and give an uncomfort-
able hug. It is important to note here that MAA is
acknowledging their existence with due respect
by entitling them as deities. Regarding the sec-
ond point, one morning, electricity went off and
a generator had to be started to keep the morn-
ing activities ongoing. After the Pranams and
morning prayers, MAA addressed to everyone
by giving her gentle advice that we should treat
every situation as a gift/Prasad from God. She
gave an example of saints who perform pen-
ance and austerities for years in order to attain
God. We are not even facing a smallest fraction
of it. So we should be thankful to God and live
cheerfully.

One of the divine traits saints is to take all
the discomforts unto themselves and render as
much comfort and peace to their devotees as

) VYLK

possible. We all have seen this quality in MAA.
During the Shibir, on the midst of uncomfortable
weather, MAA was staying in RV(Recreational
Vehicle, which is a small mobile home used dur-
ing long family road trips). The devotees were
staying in relatively big and comfortable rooms.
It is indeed an utopia of Mother’s Love!!!l

To summarize, my overall Shibir experience
was very pleasant and fun as always and | car-
ried home with me the lost rhythm of life which |
rediscovered while being with MAA, not to men-
tion about loads of Prasad and an etemal bond
of protection that she tied on my hand. Tears
started rolling down my cheeks and | cannot de-
scribe in words about my emotions at that time.
It was kind of a mental floss and a spiritual bath
for me after being overwhelmed with heat, per-
spiration, and fatigue of the materialistic life!! |
sincerely thank Shri Vinodkaka and Sarojmasi
for organizing this Shibir and giving me an op-
portunity to be a part of it. | also thank all those
who gave me a ride to and from the Van parva
site. | feel that | celebrated Navaratri in Heaven.
O dear MAA, shower your blessings on us and
keep enlightening us by bringing us to such
heavenly abodes on earth!!! | bow down to you

a thousand times!!! —
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