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\qr .ttAqr d/.ri[ri 'rqL or+i, ui a& "toti .tO ]
r-i6, ri, 6/.ir\i iu{ 14 oLoi r6uqdr{l q\9. tl.{l
ie.u iqi uri ,rJI u,{1.

s"{-t iti Ut{t &q, iqL rir*LiL r',ri rL{ rrar &\ 0
i urvQt aru."r rirqr { r{e ur'li?

d ,qi, "ui6/<td.Lafarri !,lnvle Uhri ,ti 0 ]
r*ftitdrri fhlEd q.tr{ l,tr 6/.q ui u.[g.u 6/.ri'-

{maanE.
q.e{ ur{rl \d[ tfl ut r otdi i {dft.u eda

tu-{ori. auoi. qar &. }ei t&arqi\ A{.{i €0
iqq.n {I i ruf}c itl1c'/ r,u,l. "rar d,q CI CI .{
5i & i{ 1.! s16 q?{ rltqr-t E al i{ ratou O
{H liL ri, i+ 'rl' [Ia{r B. ur .rseLi. {.t i.ll $t-
qcrJl {a 0. trql 'rgr rlcr :{ } a$ v oqtcl s,r!
aq6/qr adi uota 4dI{ 0, ulrqLi rs{ \Bt lua 0.
ungr !$qu icniq qt rsu &r6i' Art, ird. .rsa

uts4 li ructuj 0r{ i.[ ulrgLi trqr \JA d{L \t
a{ri \rq.u au\q[ }tig lrt qD &qi 6i6{ eaa
Odof.r.{I uft trD.ri &ci a6t}.
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! I
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trer. rfl urir. .ua ,rqr +u{ &. d} u1u<o di r,trt
il tti "at4<rjl cr.r tlt{( o4q-[".€tru? aun]il

3ii<{ltl irL+e{l {g ru{l flA rlqL r+o qi !

*LtraLart soqat ir aourlL ri{r 1tA & j &
qtHl.$ sr{.r &, i ++'-t+.1 clc'r, ui. lear oqa or
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d la 1ud-iz<{r {t? a{Uurlti q.tqr.{I qe.ur,iL.il
riayafl nuor 6A\,r rit 6,(q, i:i dl {ti "ti I

1 otLr5it t{, ,,i'dl rir <rcr r,udl o,tr iqiellj 
^ru 

c_ara orqur5 mt B. d rll dl uaL ( &
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.qRrE r4i[ r+l\.urL+qLrirr_trl{i ]hU<{.iE ?.I[\_
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it6 u< <O, ,rqL +<rfr.L irri eg lur{l rO, ui
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oqr.u .rdl { ,tr 1or+ ).lt rruql oot<u ,r idl qfelil
l,u ou6e e orl +dL i{qf r'i6.{l r,urLq tucrrq ,.d1.
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r,u ur'flcrerrgo rlutlqi\d q{l ct\ .uBL tqfir u{
ot{. .{tf, r<rl\l}, rqi, ,.r,ud aud e*{lcreL+o uQ 1il+ir c,u{ qi."
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rrL.tai 6'&u 4d." A3i rrq ?r,{i i i aurJ.{l .Lrit
qil o16. i rf,. A.u qql3r ircL,ll rqrr{l ?1. \d[ \qr
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X{ aul.u .{ ls.r 4fua.u lq\.u iL.tj .ri:r.L erj.
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i'{.{l+ -uiiiqi ij &rr r{ oy trai uai r,Ld \rqqlu [:krrl6 ,qL u?rEool6,r ,1, ,',+n3, u1u.,i
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tlr ciit {a rl B aul +gt OJt .rar.[ d,r B. ,rd
laan,Ul '{rar{t rtqtl q-yq + rrx{c0 u.u.u
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Maa's Edmonlon yatra or

Yatra lnto the Rockies with Maa

Adarshben Gopal

Maa Arrived in Edmonton on August 22.
1997. Maa gave darshan at padmaben,s
house and the Hindu Society of Alberta
before going on the yatra. The yatra from
Edmonton was from August 25,97 ti August
29, 97. lt included a visit to the following sight
seeing places : Malignan Canyon, Mormont
Mountain, Athabaska Falls and rivel columbja
ice fields, claciers, Lake Louise, Banff Sulphur
l\,4ountain, Gondola RiCe and walk up to the
observatory and back; in Vancouver the
Oueen Elizabeth park, Stantey park. Fish
House, Whale and Dolphin Show, World Trade
Centre, Capilano Suspension Bridge and onto
Victoria, Buchart Gardens, Undersea World,
Royal Wax Museum and back to Vancouver
on the ferry.

I have llsted the names of all the places
we went sight seeing. The scenery was
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magnificent, breath taking at places. I stood
almost in awe at cenain points feeling the
presence of cod atmost sdeing. Him with my
human eyes. God is omnipresent and
omniscient. All the nooks and crevices hold
His presence bLrt we do not feel Him with us
all the time, at least I do not. Here, out in the
Rockies, Itelt lcould almost touch Him, so
powerful was His gesence, I knew it was due
to Maa's presence with us. At Athabaska
River, Maa sprayed us with Athabaska water
in a playful manner. lt seemed like I was
having a holy shower. Her incessant laughter
and smile lit up all the hearts and laces.

At Lake Louise, we walked alongside Maa.
When we arrived at Canmore, the ladies were
great. They whipped up a delicious supper.
We had Satsang and cetebrated the birth of
Lord Krishna with prayers and Garba. lt was
Janmasthami. The whole atmosphere was
charged with love and energy.

The next day we drove to Banff and had
Gondoia ride to the top. lt was a spectacle to
behold. The mountain peaks seemed to be



doing Tapasya like the great sages. The

splendid vistas along beautiful mountains

ridges. lt is all so peaceful and tranquil.

On route to Vancouver, we stopped for a

delicious lunch. Maa joined us to give her

blessings and communicated with a tew ot the
devotees. Arrived in Vancouver quite late, so

all one could think ol was sleep. Maa in her

compassion told us to sleep in. She knew

that we all needed a little more rest this night.

Let me also add that although Maa herself

is on her strict fast, she made sure that all the
Yatris had enough to eat. There was variety in
dishes to satisfy all the taste buds. Padmaben

and company, through Maa's grace, was able

to appease all appetites. We stopped after

and enjoyed the delicacies.

At Stanley Park, we did garba and it was a
fun fillsd event. Later we drove on to Capilano

Suspension Bridge. Maa sent us off on the
Bridge. We walked across chanting "Pauri

Pauri Chad da jaa. Jai Mata di karde jaa." lt
was dusk and dark, yet, it was a spectacle. I

bowed my head to Mother nature and we
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returned. When we had all returned, Maa told
the youngsters to go again and Maa joined

them. of course, we weren't going to be left

behind. we followed them. On the other side,

we did Garba for a {ew minutes before

returning.

The following day it was off to victoria on

the ferry. As usual Maa gave Darshan and
prasad. Then called me to join her in the van.

Itelt blessed. ln lact lwas so "Atma Vibhor"
that I did not know how to express myself. All

I could feel were the tears in my eyes. Maa

communicated about Paramhansa Yoga-

nanda, some great incidents in his life. She

asked me if I could say something about
Yogananda's life to the group. I felt I could
not remember anything. Maa helped me

remember some important instances and I

knew that I would be able to say something,

with her blessings.

On th Ierry young people were called on

to say something about their experiences and

lselings. I was amazed at the eloquence they
exhibited.
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Our lirst stop in Victoris was Butchart
Garden. How marvellous these gardens are.

The garden took on another view with Maa's
presence and the walk was v,/onderful. I met

Violets on the walk. She wanted to know
about Maa.and I expressed whatevsr little I

could. She understood Maa's Maun, fasting

and living on meditation as cosmic energy.

Then wo visited Royal Wax Museum; saw

a show at the Undersea World. The whole

day was awesome. We returned to the ferry
Another person happened to start a
conversation with me. She said about Maa "l
looked at her and I leel Love. She is bliss".
How vsry appropriatel

Maa told me she had been looking Ior a
flower for me but she decided to give ths
whole garden instsad-Jai Krupalu Maa. I felt
speechless. All.l could do was bow in tront ol
her and accept with open heart all the
blessings she was bestowing on me. ln my
joumal, she draw a flower-{aming and
blossing each ol the petals. I will cherish this
torever.
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ln Vancouver, after Satsang, we had
dinner and rest. The nex day, we departed
tor Edmonton. By this time, our bus driver,
who happened to be from Nicaragua, had
been blessed by Maa. He spoke about how
the chanting and the atmosphere had affected
him. He loved to get Maa's blessings and
Prasad. We had a group picture with Jose to
commemorate.

Back in Edmonton, we had two programs
on Saturday. Maa's Darshan, in ih6 morning
was at Sehgal household and in the evening
at AggaMal household. At VUay's place, both
Vijay and I got a chance to express our
leelings about the trip.

Sunday evening, we had Sankirtan at
Padmaben's. Thers flew a river of tears, tears
of love, joy, blessings, blissfuln€ss and the
sorrow of parting. Each and evory eye was
full ot love. lf ever I saw GIVING in the true
sense, it was in this whole '10 days. lt was ths
labour of love. lt was the GIVING of onosetf.
Each and every heari was touched. I am sure
all souls were ONE. I certainly leh this union.



Monday SePtember '1, 97 was the day oI

departure. lt was a sad occasion yet exalting,

because I knew Maa was going to be with

each one of us in spirit. She is certainly with

me. lleel her presence everywhere.

We all gathered at Padmaben's house and

from there departed lor the airport. Before

leaving, Maa gave her blessings and Prasad.

At the airport, we took turns to do Pranam

and were blessed again. As the time

approached, Maa departed smiling and

luminous while we all were in tears, oI joy,

sorrow and love.
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